The leading voice in Indigenous drug and alcohol policy advice

National Indigenous Drug and Alcohol Committee

SEPTEMBER MEETING COMMUNIQUE 2011
As part of its commitment to provide high level advice to government, the Australian National Council
on Drugs (ANCD), with the support of the Australian Government, established the National Indigenous
Drug and Alcohol Committee (NIDAC) to provide advice to government on ways to address drug and
alcohol misuse amongst Indigenous Australians.
The NIDAC membership for the 2011-2014 term was announced in July by Dr John Herron, Chairman of
the Australian National Council on Drugs (ANCD) and includes people from both the non government
and government drug, alcohol and related sectors including treatment, medicine, research, and
Aboriginal Community Control Organisations from around Australia. The full membership can be found
at: NIDAC Members.
NIDAC Meeting:
Committee meetings are held in a different State or Territory every four months. In August 2011, NIDAC
met in Canberra at Parliament House for its first meeting of the new term where members met with a
number of key politicians and senior advisors including:
 Minister Warren Snowdon – Minister for Indigenous Health
 Senator Nigel Scullion – Shadow Minister for Indigenous Affairs
 Senator Rachel Siewart – Australian Greens Senator
 The Minister for Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs Office
 The Minister for Justice; Minister for Home Affairs; Minister for Privacy and Freedom of
Information Office.
Key issues discussed with the key politicians and senior advisors included:
 The importance of evidence-based treatment models and services
 The capacity of Indigenous services to provide alcohol and other drug (AOD) services
 Governance issues for Indigenous services
 The NIDAC 2012 Conference
 Alcohol taxation
 The need to reinvest funding from detention centres and prisons to treatment services to enable
alternative options to become a reality
 Pathways from poverty
 The need for appropriate processes of consultation with Indigenous groups
 The Northern Territory Emergency Response (NTER)
 Emerging drugs and synthetic cannabinoids.

NIDAC also received a presentation on the National Drug and Alcohol Clinical Care and Prevention (DACCP) project from Federal and NSW senior health officials. This presentation provided NIDAC members
with important background to assist them with an Indigenous adaptation of the national model which
they have been engaged to undertake by NSW Health on behalf of the IGCD.
NIDAC also discussed and debated a number of issues of current and future importance to address drug
and alcohol problems affecting Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, these
included:
 Improving collaboration between Indigenous Mental Health treatment services and Indigenous
AOD treatment services - the increasing positive evidence from early childhood programs
 FASD and the impact of inter-generational FASD
 The need for more AOD support services in some regions for younger Aboriginal people
 The challenge of getting positive and appropriate workforce pathways in place for Indigenous AOD
workers
 Defining best-practice in Aboriginal AOD services
 The introduction of an alcohol floor price in Alice Springs
 Alcohol taxation policies implications for Indigenous people
 Justice reinvestment and in particular, alternatives to prison
 Employment programs/ CDEP and their impact on breaking the poverty cycle, and reducing
gambling, drug , alcohol and tobacco use
 The need to ensure correct consultation processes are applied by government in engagement with
Aboriginal people to ensure that Aboriginal people have ownership in the decisions.
NIDAC Conference
Progress is well underway for the 2nd Indigenous Drug and Alcohol Conference which is being held in
Fremantle on 6 – 8 June 2012. Information regarding the Conference, including a call for abstracts and
registration can be accessed from: www.nidaconference.com.au
Strategic Planning Workshop
NIDAC is to hold a workshop at the November meeting to discuss and develop the NIDAC Terms of
Reference and Strategic plan for the 2011-2014 term.
Next Meeting
To be held later this year in Fremantle, which will include an agency and community consultation forum dates to be advised.

For information on Indigenous specific alcohol and other drug issues, NIDAC priorities and activities – visit www.nidac.org.au

To contact the NIDAC Secretariat (02) 6166 9600 or email nidac@ancd.org.au

