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Traditional Smoking Ceremony held at Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm Site

Released 30/03/2015

A traditional smoking ceremony was held today at Miowera Farm, the future site of the Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm.

 

The ceremony was attended by Minister for Health Simon Corbell, members of the United Ngunnawal Elders Council, members of the Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm

Advisory Board and members of the ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elected Body.

 

“A smoking ceremony is an important part of a new building project, particularly one such as the Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm,” Mr Corbell said.

 

“The ceremony cleanses and refreshes the land. People who participate in programs at the facility will feel more comfortable knowing a smoking ceremony has taken

place, and this will help their mindset as their treatment progresses.”

 

The Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm, which is part of the Health Infrastructure Program, will be a residential drug and alcohol rehabilitation service for Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander people.

 

Developed through a partnership between ACT Health and the United Ngunnawal Elders Council, it will offer culturally appropriate prevention, education and

rehabilitation programs in a natural and therapeutic setting, based on a working farm near Tharwa.

 

“The Health Infrastructure Program is about investing in our community’s health by changing how and where health services are delivered. It is about making sure people

get the right care at the right time in the right place, be it in a hospital, in a specialised centre or in the community,” Mr Corbell said.

 

“The Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm will ensure that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who would like support and education to manage drug and alcohol

issues are provided with the best and most appropriate care to support them.

 

“The service will help to reconnect them to land and culture through land management activities and programs. The supportive community atmosphere will also help

them to recover from drug and alcohol dependence, and learn to manage life’s challenges in a more positive and productive way.”

 

Construction of the NBHF will begin in late 2015 and is currently expected to be completed in late 2016.

 

“The Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm will help participants to improve their quality of life, which will then benefit their families and communities, and the ACT as a

whole,” Mr Corbell said.

 

For more information on the Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm, please visit www.health.act.gov.au (http://www.health.act.gov.au/) .
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