
Australasian
Fetal Alcohol

Spectrum Disorders
Conference

19–20 
November 
2013 
Education Centre
Royal Brisbane and 
Women’s Hospital
Butterfield St, Herston
Brisbane QLD

Call for Abstracts

Time to learn, time to act



ABSTRACT SUBMISSION CLOSES – 21 June 2013

INVITATION
The Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) and the Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education 
(FARE) invite you to the Australasian Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) Conference in Brisbane on 19-
20 November 2013. 

This conference aims to share knowledge about FASD and bring people together from around the region to 
exchange ideas, practice, research and policy discourse.  The conference will bring together those who are 
passionate about this area of work and provide an environment to make new connections and partnerships. 

The conference will focus on prevention; screening and diagnosis; community and practice; policy and 
practice; and support for those who are affected by FASD.  The event will also outline up to date research 
and surveillance information and policy implications for FASD in the region.  

For too long, Australasian countries have lagged behind others in their response to FASD; we now stand at 
a critical time to change this, creating improvements that will last for generations.  Join us at this critical 
juncture to harness the opportunity to drive meaningful change. 

The Conference is relevant to:
•	 Families and people with FASD 
•	 Parents and carers of people with FASD (including foster carers, foster care organisations, parenting 

organisations, birth parents)
•	 Paediatricians, physiotherapists, speech pathologists, psychologists, occupational therapists
•	 People working in the criminal justice system, child protection, social and health services
•	 General practitioners
•	 Allied and public health workers
•	 Public servants and those working in non-government agencies
•	 Aboriginal Health Workers and community sector workers
•	 People working in the alcohol and other drug, mental health and related sectors
•	 Researchers and academics
•	 Policy makers and program managers

Keynote Speakers
Experts from both Australia and New Zealand will present on the latest research and national responses to 
FASD, with those from government and non-government sectors showcasing their work. 

Associated Organisations
This conference is being held by PHAA and FARE in association with the National Organisation for 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome and Related Disorders (NOFASARD), the Russell Family Fetal Alcohol Disorders 
Association (RFFADA), Telethon Institute for Child Health Research, University of Sydney, Alcohol 
HealthWatch New Zealand and the University of Queensland

Abstract submission
We welcome submission of abstracts for presentations relevant to the conference themes.  Priority will be 
given to papers that offer critical or reflective comment rather than purely program descriptive oral papers.

Abstracts and all presentations should use appropriate terminology when discussing FASD and birth 
parents, the preferred use is ‘when alcohol is consumed while pregnant’ rather than ‘when a pregnant 
woman consumes alcohol’ which places a measure of blame on the woman/parent.  The use of person-first 
language is also strongly encouraged (i.e. adult with, person with, individual with).

Presentations on issues relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, Maori and Pacific Islander 
peoples are welcome. Presenters of Indigenous research focusing on particular communities are to provide 
with their abstract an additional paragraph outlining whether the relevant community/ies have provided 
permission to publicise the research findings.



All abstracts are to be submitted electronically using the online facility on the Australasian Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorders Conference page on the PHAA website: http://www.phaa.net.au 

A template with abstract layout will be provided on the website.

Select the Abstract Submission tab and follow the prompts.  Checking that the abstract uploaded to the 
server is the correct version is the submitting author’s responsibility.

Online abstract document loading is via browsing your selected computer drive.  Abstracts submitted for 
presentation will be published exactly as received and should be checked for spelling and grammar prior to 
submission.  Please do not submit a version with ‘track changes’ active.

All presenters must register at the time of confirming their acceptance of presentation offer and pay the 
conference registration fee.

CONFERENCE THEMES

 Abstracts are to be submitted under Encompassing presentations on:  
 the following session themes:
 
 Prevention  Public awareness campaigns, awareness by health profession,   
  education, justice, agencies working with families/children;   
  workforce development; primary prevention.

 Screening and diagnosis  Clinical diagnosis, biomedical and other epigenetic advances,   
  screening tools.    

 Community and practice  Family support (birth parents/foster carers/extended families),  
  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, Maori and Pacific  
  Islander Peoples, Culturally and Linguistically Diverse peoples,   
  refugee and migrant populations. 
 Policy and practice  Policy developments, Models of Care, workforce development  
  programs.

 Surveillance and research  Research studies, prevalence studies, developments in birth   
  defects registers, and recording of alcohol consumption during  
  pregnancy.

PRESENTATIONS

Oral Presentations
•	 Presenters will have a total of 15 minutes (10 minutes to present & 5 minutes discussion).
•	 The session will have a nominated chair.

Short Oral Presentations
•	 There will be a concurrent session for short oral presentations.
•	 Presenters will have a total of six minutes presentation time using up to three/four power point.

slides and be prepared to answer one question briefly at the conclusion of each talk
•	 The session will have a nominated chair.
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ABSTRACT REQUIREMENTS
•	 All intended presentations require the submission of an abstract.  All abstracts will be subject to

peer review.
•	 Refer to the template on the conference webpage for abstract layout.
•	 The abstract title should be no longer than 12 words.
•	 The abstract should commence with the abstract title, presenter/s’ name and organisation and

the authors’ names only (refer to template).
•	 The abstract should be a maximum of 200 words in simple text paragraphs without tables, subheadings 

or references.
•	 If there is more than one presenter, all correspondence will be sent to the person whose name

and email address is entered with the abstract.

CONFERENCE UPDATES 
Conference updates will be published on the PHAA website http://www.phaa.net.au 

REGISTRATION 
From July 2013, conference registration will be available electronically using the online facility on the 
Australasian Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Conference page of the PHAA website:  
http://www.phaa.net.au 

Select the Conference Registration tab and follow the prompts.

ABOUT PHAA 
PHAA provides a forum for the exchange of ideas, knowledge and information about public health issues 
nationally and internationally.  PHAA’s members represent over 40 public health disciplines.  
Membership is open to individuals and organisations who are supportive of the Association’s objectives.

PHAA has branches in all States and Territories and has overseas members.  Individual membership attracts 
reduced registration fees for attendance at PHAA Conferences, workshops and seminars.  Benefits of 
Corporate membership allow up to five nominated persons to attend PHAA conferences, workshops and 
seminars at the PHAA membership rate.

ABOUT FARE 
FARE is an independent charitable organisation working to prevent the harmful use of alcohol in Australia.  
FARE’s mission is to help Australia change the way it drinks by:
•	 Helping communities to prevent and reduce alcohol-related harms
•	 Building the case for alcohol policy reform
•	 Engaging Australians in conversations about our drinking culture

FARE uses population-based policy approaches to support change across Australia.  The organisation 
carefully invests donated resources into leading research, community projects, and policy development to 
drive this change.

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship and exhibition packages are available for this event. Please contact:
events@phaa.net.au

ACCOMODATION 
Visit the PHAA website for information about accommodation options

VENUE
The Conference will be held at the Royal Brisbane and Royal Women’s Education Centre, Royal Brisbane and 
Women’s Hospital, QLD 
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