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Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth 
Report Card: The Wellbeing of Young Australians 

 
 
This document provides a brief overview of the latest report card issued by the 
Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY) on Friday 15 March 
2013. The full report card can be accessed at: 
http://www.aracy.org.au/projects/report-card-the-wellbeing-of-young-australians  
 
This is the second report card released by ARACY. The report card is based on a 
range of data sets to track Australian performance and compare Australia to other 
countries in the OECD regarding the health and wellbeing of children and young 
people. It is designed to stimulate research and programs in the area to track 46 
indicators and promote improvement in Australia’s standing on the range of 
indicators of health and wellbeing detailed in the report.  
 
The report card includes feedback from 3700 children and young people, and their 
families, about what is important to them regarding their own wellbeing. The report 
card uses a traffic light system to put the data into three key categories: Green, 
where Australia is performing well; Yellow, where there is some cause for concern; 
and Red, where Australia is performing comparatively poorly (see p5 of the report for 
a table of these). 
 
Green – Performing Well 
 
In this report card Australia was found to be doing well on, amongst other things: 

• living with both parents; 
• 20-24 year olds working or in education; 
• youth smoking; 
• tertiary qualifications; 
• membership of charitable or humanitarian groups; and, 
• environmental conditions at home. 

 
Yellow – Areas of Concern 
 
There is concern about, amongst other things: 

• community safety; 
• overcrowded homes; 
• education resources; 
• internet access; 
• youth suicide; 
• teenage pregnancy; and, 
• maths and science performance for year 8. 
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Red – Performing Poorly 
 
Australia is performing poorly on, amongst other things: 

• child abuse deaths; 
• 15-19 year olds in employment or education; 
• income inequality; 
• incidence of diabetes and asthma; and, 
• carbon dioxide emissions. 

 
 
The ARACY Report Card will be useful for researchers and agencies across 
Australia to prioritise programs aimed at maintaining our performance in the areas we 
are doing well in and improving our performance in those areas where we could do 
better. It was noted by the speakers at the forum, which occurred after the launch of 
the report card, that Australia is in a comparatively good financial position and should 
be able to perform better on all indicators if our resources are better distributed.  
 
The Youth Coalition looks forward to the ACT community utilising this resource to 
contribute to the evidence considered in the design, development and 
implementation of youth policy and programs. 
 
 
 
 
 


