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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners
and continuing custodians of the lands
of the ACT and we pay our respects to
the Elders, families and ancestors.

About
ATODA

ATODA is the peak body representing the nongovernment and government alcohol, tobacco and
other drug (ATOD) sector in the Australian Capital
Territory (ACT). ATODA seeks to promote health
through the prevention and reduction of the harms
associated with ATOD.
ATODA works collaboratively to provide expertise
and leadership in the areas of social policy, sector
and workforce development, research, coordination,
partnerships, communication, information and
resources. ATODA is an evidence informed
organisation that is committed to the principles
of public health, human rights and social justice.
phone: (02) 6255 4070
email:

info@atoda.org.au

web:

www.atoda.org.au

post: 	PO BOX 7187, Watson ACT 2602
visit:
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Welcome
to Country

A Welcome To Country was kindly
provided by:

Master of
Ceremonies

Master of Ceremonies was
provided by:
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Mrs Agnes Shea OAM
Ngunnawal Elder

Ms Carrie Fowlie
Executive Officer
ATODA
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About the
ACT Alcohol,
Tobacco and
Other Drug
Awards

The ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Awards
(the Awards) aim to recognise, promote and reward
outstanding practice in the alcohol, tobacco and
other drug field in the ACT. The Awards recognise
individuals who, during the course of their careers,
have made outstanding contributions: to improving
the health and well-being of people affected by
alcohol, tobacco and other drugs issues; to reducing
alcohol, tobacco and other drug related harm; and
towards developing the alcohol, tobacco and other
drug profession.
The Awards are based, and were judged, on the
following principles: consumer participation; diversity;
evidence-informed practice; harm minimisation; health
promotion, early intervention and resilience building;
human rights; partnerships, collaborations and
ownership; social determinants of health and
well-being; and social justice.
The Awards represent the depth of talent, skill,
knowledge and contributions within the sector;
and reflect the desire to recognise the exceptional
practice of the individuals who make up the sector.
Individual award recipients were presented with $600
to spend on a professional development activity
of their choice. Feedback on how this was utilised
will be provided to the sector in 2013.

4th Annual ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Awards
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The Awards are an ACT alcohol, tobacco and
other drug sector initiative, coordinated by ATODA
and proudly supported by the ACT Government
Health Directorate. Special thanks is owed to:
• ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug
Workers Group
• ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug
Executive Directors Group
• ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and
Other Drug Awards Panel
The Awards were kindly presented by:
Ms Katy Gallagher MLA
Chief Minister
Minister for Health
For further information about the Awards visit:
www.atoda.org.au

Please note that only the recipients of the Awards were
acknowledged at the Ceremony, and Award nominees
names were not read.
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Excellence
in Alcohol,
Tobacco and
Other Drug
Work Award
This award recognises
an individual who
has demonstrated
excellence in nonclinical and / or clinical
alcohol, tobacco and
other drug work in the
ACT. The individual
has demonstrated a
strong commitment
to embodying the
principles of the Awards
and to conducting their
professional practice
with empathy, skill
and knowledge.

Award Recipient

Bob O’Heir
Bob O’Heir has an extensive background in
supporting people experiencing alcohol, tobacco
and other drug issues in both paid and voluntary
capacities. Bob has held clinical, policy development
and non-clinical managerial roles in the alcohol,
tobacco and other drug sector, most recently at
the Salvation Army Canberra Recovery Services.
Bob is particularly committed to social justice for
people who access alcohol, tobacco and other drug
services, often championing the issues and rights
of service users. In addition to service delivery roles,
Bob has been involved in ensuring that ACT alcohol,
tobacco and other drug services are provided within
a spirit of partnership and collaboration; and has been
involved in a range of sector governance structures
including establishing the peak body, ATODA.
Bob is also committed to evidence based practice,
accessing and utilising research to inform service
delivery and developments and oversight within the
Canberra Recovery Services. He seeks to share
his knowledge and supports ongoing staff
development activities.
In his voluntary capacity, Bob has coordinated the
construction of community vegetable gardens, a plant
propagation enterprise and a bicycle maintenance
repair facility for tenants of public housing.
The sector is fortunate to have a worker who
demonstrates such commitment and passion
for the alcohol, tobacco and other drug field and
service users, which is why his peers Award him
the 2012 Excellence in Alcohol, Tobacco and
Other Drug Work Award.
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Lifetime
Achievements
Award
This award recognises
an individual who
over the span of their
career has consistently
demonstrated a
commitment to
evidenced-informed
and socially-just
approaches to promoting
the health and well-being
of individuals, families
and communities
affected by alcohol,
tobacco and other drug
issues. The individual
is regarded as highly
skilled, knowledgeable
and experienced; and
has made an exceptional
contribution to the
alcohol, tobacco and other
drug sector in the ACT.

Award Recipient

Gerard Rees
Gerard Rees has been a volunteer in the ACT
alcohol, tobacco and other drug sector for
almost 30 years. He is the outgoing President of
Directions, a volunteer position that he has held
for the past 14 years, in addition to membership
on the Board of Management since 1985.
Gerard has been a solicitor in the ACT since
beginning work for ACT Legal Aid in 1982. He
first became involved with Directions as a result
of representing a number of people experiencing
alcohol, tobacco and other drug issues in court.
His volunteer work in the ACT ATOD sector has
outlasted many changes in national and local drug
policy, programs and the evidence base – but he
has remained driven by a commitment to harm
minimisation and social justice.
Gerard has been a highly respected and giving
member of the ACT alcohol, tobacco and other
drug sector over many years; and that is why
his colleagues Award him the 2012 Lifetime
Achievements Award.

4th Annual ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Awards
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Outstanding
Contributions
Award
This award recognises
the contributions of an
individual who has worked
to prevent or reduce the
psychological, physical,
social and / or economic
harms caused by alcohol,
tobacco and other drugs
in the ACT. The individual
need not have worked in
direct service delivery or
specifically in the alcohol,
tobacco and other drug
sector; but will have, over
a considerable period of
time, worked to improve
the health and well-being
of people affected by
alcohol, tobacco and
other drug issues.
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Award Recipient

Dr Tuck Meng Soo
Dr Tuck Meng Soo is the Principal at the busy
Interchange General Practice in Canberra City,
which was recognised as the General Practice of the
Year in 2010. For almost 20 years Tuck Meng has
provided holistic health care, treatment and support
to marginalised people, particularly those with alcohol,
tobacco and other drug issues.
In his practice, he encourages patients to develop
a relationship with him as continuity of treatment
is essential to effective patient care, and provides
patients with as much time as they need to deal with
the matters that are of concern to them. Tuck Meng
is known for providing care to those whose lives fall
outside the mainstream and offers compassionate,
non judgmental treatment whilst attending to both
medical and psycho-social issues.
He is the lead General Practitioner in establishing
and implementing Australia’s first opioid overdose
education and management program which includes
the prescription of naloxone to potential overdose
witnesses in the ACT.
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In addition to this work, Tuck Meng has given
tirelessly of his time to develop the field through
a range of forums such as being the Alcohol and
Other Drug Advisor to the ACT Medicare Local
(formerly the ACT Division of General Practice);
conducting research; being a teacher; contributing
to policy and program development; and providing
peer education and support including in opioid
prescription.
Tuck Meng has been a highly esteemed and
generous member of the ACT alcohol, tobacco
and other drug sector over many years; and that is
why his colleagues and his patients wish to award
him the 2012 Outstanding Achievements Award.

4th Annual ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Awards
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Honour Roll
The ACT Alcohol
Tobacco and Other
Drug Honour Roll
commends and honours
individuals whose
contributions have been
significant to the field
and towards preventing
and reducing alcohol,
tobacco and other drug
related harms in our
community.

Inductee

Mr Peter Watney
Mr Peter Watney was a volunteer and advocate
for drug law reform for over two decades. He was
a founding member of Families and Friends
for Drug Law Reform, including drafting their
constitution, and an executive member of the
Australian Drug Law Reform Foundation.
He was inspired to engage in drug law reform
advocacy through his work with people who
were unemployed and his complete intolerance
of racism.
Since the inaugural Families and Friends for
Drug Law Reform meeting in 1995 he participated
in every meeting, activity and 16 annual
Remembrance Ceremonies until July this year
“when old age was catching up with him”.
He passed away the following month, on
20 August, aged 90.
Peter always argued the evidence, not the
individuals. He was well respected by both
supporters and opponents of drug law reform,
with one of his staunchest opponents stating
publicly that “the world is worse off for the
passing of men like Peter”.
The ACT’s progress towards having the first
prison-based needle and syringe program
in the English-speaking world is a tribute to
advocates, like Peter, for their tireless dedication.
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Presentation
to Participants
of the ACT
Alcohol,
Tobacco and
Other Drug
Minimum
Qualification
Strategy in
2012

The ACT has been implementing a minimum
qualification strategy (the Strategy) for the alcohol,
tobacco and other drug sector in recent years
to further support the development and
maintenance of a competent and professional
workforce. Information on the Strategy is available
at www.atoda.org.au/projects/mqs/.
Building on the strengths of previous years,
36 workers participated in the Strategy in 2012.
This includes 4 workers participating in a pilot
of post graduate level ATOD units to inform future
developments to the sector’s qualification strategy.
This demonstrates the strong support of the sector
and the commitment of workers and agencies to
the initiative.
This success has been underpinned by the
ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Executive
Directors Group; Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug
Workers Group; supported and coordinated by
ATODA; and funded by the Health Directorate.
Certificates of participation were kindly
presented by:
Mr Adrian Marron
Chief Executive Officer
Canberra Institute of Technology

4th Annual ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Awards
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Following is an
alphabetical list
(by first name) of
participants after
which their service
is cited in brackets.

• Amanda Bode (ATODA)
• Andrew Bennett (Ted Noffs Foundation ACT)
• Annemarie Jimenez (Directions)
• Carrie Fowlie (ATODA)
• Catherine Dooley (Directions)
•	Cathy Haycock (Alcohol and Drug Services,
ACT Government Health Directorate)
• Daniel Weldon (CAHMA)
• Ellen Crowe (Ted Noffs Foundation ACT)
• Fika Wangke (Toora Women)
• Finn Liddy (Directions)
•	Gabrial Antonios Mansour
(Ted Noffs Foundation ACT)
•	James Bint (Alcohol and Drug Services,
ACT Government Health Directorate)
• Jane Dowling (Directions)
• Jason Aquilina (Karralika Programs)
• Jill Rafferty (Directions)
•	Judith Clark (Alcohol and Drug Services,
ACT Government Health Directorate)
• Judith Corkhill (Karralika Programs)
•	Julie Evans (Alcohol and Drug Services,
ACT Government Health Directorate)
•	Karen Carney (Alcohol and Drug Services,
ACT Government Health Directorate)
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•	Kate Gardner (Alcohol and Drug Services,
ACT Government Health Directorate)
• Katia Muñoz (Toora Women)
•	Leo Martin (Alcohol and Drug Services,
ACT Government Health Directorate)
•	Lindsay Dunn (Canberra Recovery Services,
Salvation Army)
•	Liz Holt (Canberra Recovery Services,
Salvation Army)
•	Matthew Rothwell (Street to Home Program,
St Vincent De Paul)
• Meg Kair (Directions)
• Meleesa Warn (Richmond Fellowship ACT)
•	Melissa Wightman (Alcohol and Drug Services,
ACT Government Health Directorate)
•	Nanci Jones (Alcohol and Drug Services,
ACT Government Health Directorate)
• Nicki Esau (Karralika Programs)
•	Philip Burge (Canberra Recovery Services,
Salvation Army)
• Rachelle Gordon (Directions)
•	Rana Elmir (Alcohol and Drug Services,
ACT Government Health Directorate)
• Stefanie Burvill (CatholicCare)
• Steven Roche (CatholicCare)
• Trudy Hodge-O’Brien (CatholicCare)

4th Annual ACT Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Awards
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