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Expert, Customised, Evidence-Based and ACT specific 
 

Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug  
Training and Education 

 
 

Information package (Version 1 – January 2013) 
 
It can often be challenging in the ACT to access evidence-based, expert, customised, 
and industry delivered alcohol, tobacco and other drug education and training.  In 
response to this ATODA has engaged expert trainers and educators across Australia 
to deliver training and education that can be tailored to your service or organisation’s 
needs. 
 
Training and education target groups 
 
The training courses below are suitable for workers and services from the following 
sectors and areas inclusively:  
 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
• Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs 
• Ambulance 
• Care and Protection 
• Community Services 
• Disability 
• Housing and Homelessness 
• Justice Services  
• Mental Health 
• Police 
• Youth 
• Teachers and Educators 
• Hospital based, maternal and health care nurses 
• Reception staff 

 
Training and education courses available 
 
(1) Alcohol, tobacco & other drug information and harm reduction (full day) 
 

• Introduction to alcohol, tobacco and other drugs in Australia 
• Policies in the ACT and Australia 
• How drugs are used 
• Statistics and data 
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• Introduction to harm minimisation 
• Harm reduction and safety information and strategies 
• ACT alcohol, tobacco and other drug sector orientation and referrals 

 
(2) Drug information and harm reduction  (half day) 
 
This is a condensed version of Training 1.  It is recommended that the condensed 
version is provided for workers who actively work in the field and are looking for a 
refresher on some key substances of concern, current data and developments harm 
reduction information.  
 
(3) Drug information and introduction to screening and brief intervention 

(full day) 
 

• General alcohol, tobacco and other drug information (focused on specific 
drugs of concern) 

• Evidence for and introduction to screening 
• Training in the ACT eASSIST (Alcohol, Smoking and Substance Involvement 

Screening Test - the only screening tool to include alcohol, tobacco and other 
drugs) 

• Basic information on how to conduct a brief intervention 
• ACT alcohol, tobacco and other drug sector orientation and referrals 

 
Services who participate in this training can contact ATODA to gain access to the 
ACT eASSIST, which is an alcohol, tobacco and other drug screening and brief 
intervention tool adapted specifically to include ACT referrals.  For further information 
see: http://www.atoda.org.au/projects/act-atod-eassist/  
 
(4) Screening and brief intervention (half day) 
 

• Evidence for and introduction to screening 
• Training in the ACT eASSIST (the only screening tool to include alcohol, 

tobacco and other drugs) 
• Basic information on how to conduct a brief intervention  
• ACT alcohol, tobacco and other drug sector orientation and referrals 

 
This is a condensed version of Training 3. Information on alcohol, tobacco and other 
drugs is not provided and a basic level of knowledge about substances and their use 
will be assumed. 
 
Services who participate in this training can contact ATODA to gain access to the 
ACT eASSIST, which is an alcohol, tobacco and other drug screening and brief 
intervention tool adapted specifically to include ACT referrals.  For further information 
see: http://www.atoda.org.au/projects/act-atod-eassist/  
 
(5) Customised training (half, full and multiple days) 
 
Additional types of custimised, expert training can be provided, please contact 
ATODA on (02) 6255 4070 to discuss your needs. 
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(6) Certificate IV in Alcohol and Other Drugs (multiple days) 
 
Through the ACT ATOD Minimum Qualification Strategy, ATODA offers workers from 
ACT Health funded alcohol and drug agencies full subsidies for Certificiate IV 
qualifications.  Allied sectors can engage on a fee for service basis, with some 
subsidies available.   
 
In semester 1, 2013 the “4 core competencies” from the Certificate IV will be 
delivered through the industry provider UnitingCare Regen (Melbourne, Victoria). For 
further information please visit: http://www.atoda.org.au/projects/mqs/  
 
Costs 
 
 
Rates Half day training Full day training 

ATODA members $950 (including travel) $1400 (including travel and 
accommodation) 

Non-members $1100 (including travel) $1600 (including travel and 
accommodation) 

 
• If you would like the training to be specifically developed and tailored to your 

needs additional preparation costs may apply.   
• Different costs apply for the Certificate IV in Alcohol and Other Drugs 

 
 
Trainers 
 
Several expert trainers and educators are available to deliver training in the ACT.  
Current trainers include: 
 
Annie Bleeker 
 
Annie has worked in the HIV/AIDS and alcohol and other drugs sector since 1990. 
She is a dynamic and engaging trainer and facilitator. Annie's unique skill is her 
ability to connect with and engage audiences from different countries, cultures and 
demographics. She has taught and facilitated workshops on a variety of topics all 
over Australia and internationally: in places as diverse as Indonesia, Thailand, 
Kazakhstan, Turkey and the Netherlands. For further information and full bio see: 
www.anniebleeker.com 
 
 
Agencies who have engaged in training and education through ATODA 
 
A range of agencies have engaged with ATODA for education and training in the 
past, including: 
 

• Alcohol and Drug Services, ACT Government Health Directorate 
• CatholicCare Canberra and Goulburn 
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• Toora Women Inc. 
• Department of Justice and Community Safety 
• Directions 
• Karralika Programs Inc 
• Mental Health ACT 
• Mental Health Community Coalition ACT 
• Mental Health Foundation 
• Salvation Army 
• St Vincent de Paul Society 
• Street Law 
• Ted Noffs Foundation 
• Youth Coalition of the ACT 

 
 
Conditions 
 
Infrastructure requirements and conditions: 
 

• Maximum 20 participants  
• Host agency will need to provide their own venue with a suitable training room 

and catering (if this is not possible ATODA can provide support on a cost 
recovery basis) 

• Course materials, including evaluation forms, will be provided to the host 
agency in advance to copy for participants 

• Provision of a projector (if not available ATODA can provide support) and 
access to a screen or projecting space 

• A designated person from the host agency will need to meet the trainer at the 
agreed venue 30 minutes prior to the commencement of the training at the 
venue. 

• A training agreement will need to be signed between the host agency and 
ATODA 

• In the event that the host agency decided to cancel the course less than 7 
days prior to the commencement of the course no refunds will apply. 

 
 
Further information 
 
For further information and to book training please contact ATODA on: 
 
email:    info@atoda.org.au  
post:  PO BOX 7187 Watson 

ACT 2602 
visit:  350 Antill St Watson  

phone:  (02) 6255 4070 
fax:  (02) 6255 4649 
web:   www.atoda.org.au 

 
ATODA is the peak body representing the non-government and government alcohol, 
tobacco and other drug sector in the ACT. ATODA seeks to promote health through the 
prevention and reduction of the harms associated with ATOD.  ATODA works collaboratively 
to provide expertise and leadership in the areas of social policy, sector and workforce 
development, research, coordination, partnerships, communication, information and 
resources.  ATODA is an evidence information organisation that is committed to the principles 
of public health, human rights and social justice. 


