
NGUNNAWAL BUSH 
HEALING FARM

The Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm is part of 
one of the biggest infrastructure investments 
ever delivered in the ACT, the Health 
Infrastructure Program (HIP). This extensive 
program of works is all about investing 
in Canberra’s health by changing how and 
where health services are delivered. It is 
about making sure Canberrans get the right 
care at the right time in the right place – be it 
in a hospital, in a specialised centre or in the 
community.

The Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm will be 
a residential drug and alcohol rehabilitation 
service for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people, providing culturally 
appropriate prevention, education, and 
rehabilitation programs in a natural and 
therapeutic setting based on a working farm 
near Tharwa.

Entry to the Ngunnawal Bush Healing 
Farm will be voluntary for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people who would like 
support and education to help overcome 
drug and alcohol issues. The Ngunnawal 
Bush Healing Farm is not a detoxification 
service. It is a rehabilitation centre based on 
holistic, cultural healing. 

ACT Health intends to have an external 
service provider run the service. The 
service provider will work in conjunction 
with ACT Health, the Advisory Board and 
other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
stakeholders. It will establish appropriate 
policies and procedures for the referral 
processes of clients, as well as the 
assessment, intake, management, care, and 
exit of clients using the services. 

For further information:
T:  (02) 6174 8088 
E:  HIP@act.gov.auInvesting in Canberra’s health

Overview



Key Facts
• The Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm will 

not be an alcohol and drug detoxification 
service.

• Alcohol, drugs and smoking will not be 
permitted on site.

• Entry to the Ngunnawal Bush Healing 
Farm will be voluntary for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people.

• The service will be staffed 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week.

• The Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm will 
open as an 8-bed service with the capacity 
to expand to a 16-bed service if funding 
becomes available.

• The service provider will establish 
appropriate policies and procedures for 
the referral processes of clients.

• Residents will participate in running the 
farm, as well as activities to aid in their 
recovery such as life skills training, social 
and emotional wellbeing and cultural 
programs.

• Construction on the Ngunnawal Bush 
Healing Farm will begin in September 
2015 by St Hilliers Property Pty Ltd., with 
the opening expected in late 2016.

• It is the intention of the ACT Government 
to maintain the property as productive 
agricultural land.

Location
The Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm will be 
located at ‘Miowera’, 425 Tidbinbilla Road. 
Miowera was chosen as the site because 
it meets all the criteria set by both the ACT 
Government and the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Advisory Board, which are 
that the land must:

• be quality land valued by Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Elders and 
Government

• meet cultural requirements (not a 
known man’s sacred site)

• have a river or watercourse

• be a rural property away from residential 
areas and unaffected by future suburban 
development

• not be more than 30 minutes drive from 
a hospital, and

• have sufficient space to allow for 
accommodation of single women and 
single men as well as families, and big 
enough to cater for indoor and outdoor 
recreational facilities.
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For further information:
T:  (02) 6174 8088 
E:  HIP@act.gov.au

Main Building 
The main building will house the 
reception and administration 
areas, as well as training and 
communal living spaces.

Living Pods 
Two accommodation buildings 
called ‘pods’. Each pod contains 
four beds, a common area, 
bathroom, kitchen, ensuite and 
laundry facilities.

Layout of the Farm 
The Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm, including its 
buildings and surrounding environment, is a cultural 
space for residents to reconnect with land and culture, 
as reflected in the artist’s impression of the facility 
below.



For further information:
T:  (02) 6174 8088 
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Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm  
(ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Residential Rehabilitation Service)

You are invited to attend a community meeting to receive a 
project update of the Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm.

Date: Wednesday 2 September 2015 
Venue: The Hall at Birrigai, Paddys River Road, Tharwa, ACT 

Time: 5:30pm to 8:30pm 

Tea, coffee and fruit will be provided

RSVP: By COB Monday 31 August to Krystal Craig 
Phone: (02) 6244 3179 
Email: HIP@act.gov.au

   
ACT Health acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land, the Ngunnawal people and 

respects their continuing culture and connection to country.


