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1. About the Health Promotion Innovation Fund 
The Health Promotion Innovation Fund offers single year grants of up to $15,000 for innovative health promotion 

projects that seek to test new ways of working. Its primary aim is to support the ACT Government to achieve a 

healthier weight profile in the population of the ACT, with a particular focus on achieving this outcome in 

children. This includes improving eating habits and increasing physical activity.  

 

In addition, projects which support smoking prevention, reduction in hazardous alcohol consumption and healthy 

active ageing will also be considered. ACT Health invites applications through the Health Promotion Innovation 

Fund for projects to be implemented in 2014 in support of these aims.  

 

Applications to the Health Promotion Innovation Fund may be submitted at any time and will be assessed three 

times a year as outlined in section 6 of these guidelines. 

 

2. Funding priorities  
The Health Promotion Innovation Fund will give funding priority to projects which will help to develop and 

provide innovative ways to: 

 Improve population level outcomes around overweight and obesity; 

 Improve children's health and wellbeing outcomes in relation to overweight and obesity, including 

improving eating habits and increasing physical activity. 

In addition, applications for projects that develop and provide innovative ways to: 

 Support smoking prevention, reduction and cessation; 

 Support activities which reduce the harmful and hazardous consumption of alcohol; 

 Support healthy active ageing through appropriate physical activity opportunities. 

Applications for projects that demonstrate innovative ways to potentially improve population health outcomes in 

line with the funding priorities are encouraged. 

Our funding priorities are consistent with the ACTHPGP Statement of Strategic Intent and they are informed by 

the health status of the ACT community. For more information about health in the ACT, visit the 2012 Chief 

Health Officer's Report. 

ACT Health’s Reconciliation Action Plan 2012-2015 states that grants processes ‘reflect a requirement for 

initiatives that contribute to reconciliation and closing the gap’, and improving local Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander health outcomes.’ Applications that address Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health in relation to the 

above priority areas are strongly encouraged. 

 More detail about our funding priorities is provided below: 

Prevention of overweight and obesity 

Developing and innovating ways to improve ACT population outcomes around overweight and obesity is the first 

priority of the Health Promotion Innovation Fund.  Applications are therefore encouraged for programs that 

support healthy eating consistent with the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating and the Australian Dietary 

Guidelines. Projects/events that support the aims of ACT Health’s Physical Activity Strategic Framework 2012-

2015 are also encouraged. 

http://www.health.act.gov.au/health-services/population-health/health-promotion-branch/act-health-promotion-grants/
http://www.health.act.gov.au/publications/reports/chief-health-officer-reports/
http://www.health.act.gov.au/publications/reports/chief-health-officer-reports/
http://www.eatforhealth.gov.au/
http://www.eatforhealth.gov.au/
http://health.act.gov.au/c/health?a=da&did=10107160&order=pn
http://health.act.gov.au/c/health?a=da&did=10107160&order=pn
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Project proposals may include (but are not limited to): 

 projects that improve eating habits and/or physical activity outcomes. 

 projects that will encourage people to choose tap water as their drink of choice. 

 

Improving children's health and wellbeing in relation to overweight and obesity 

Developing and innovating ways to improve population level outcomes around overweight and obesity in children 
is a priority of the Health Promotion Innovation Fund. 

Applications are encouraged that seek to increase the proportion of children and their families in the ACT who 
adopt and maintain healthy lifestyles through increased physical activity and healthy eating.  

ACT Health has a range of programs under the ACT Healthy Children’s Initiative to embed a culture of healthy 

lifestyles in settings that children and their families interact with.  Applications that align with, extend and/or 

complement these programs will be considered for funding. These programs include: 

 

 

Further information on each program, including contact details for program officers, is available via the Healthy 

Children and Young People web page. 

Smoking prevention, reduction and cessation 

In addition to the above priority areas, applications will also be considered for projects that develop innovative 

ways to support smoking prevention, cessation and reduction, consistent with the National Tobacco Strategy 

2012-2018, and ACT Health’s ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Tobacco Control Strategy 2011-2014. 

Project ideas may include (but are not limited to) those that support the messages of ACT Health’s ‘Beyond Today 

– it’s up to you’ social marketing campaign.  For more information visit Beyond Today. 

 

 

 

http://health.act.gov.au/health-services/population-health/health-promotion-branch/healthy-children-and-young-people/
http://health.act.gov.au/health-services/population-health/health-promotion-branch/healthy-children-and-young-people/
http://www.nationaldrugstrategy.gov.au/internet/drugstrategy/publishing.nsf/Content/national_ts_2012_2018
http://www.nationaldrugstrategy.gov.au/internet/drugstrategy/publishing.nsf/Content/national_ts_2012_2018
http://www.health.act.gov.au/c/health?a=da&did=10107160&pg=14&keyword=&order=pn&fl=
http://health.act.gov.au/health-services/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander/information/beyond-today/
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Reducing the harmful and hazardous consumption of alcohol 

In addition to the above priority areas, applications will also be considered for projects that seek to innovate ways 

to support reduction in the harmful and hazardous consumption of alcohol. Projects should be consistent with 

the aims of the Australian Guidelines to Reduce Health risks from Drinking Alcohol. 

Healthy Active Ageing 

In addition to the above priority areas, applications will also be considered that seek to innovate ways to support 

healthy active ageing through appropriate physical activity opportunities consistent with the National Physical 

Activity Recommendations for Older Australians.  Improving physical activity outcomes contributes to the 

prevention of overweight and obesity, as well as improving muscular strength and balance. This assists in the 

prevention of falls in older people. 

 

3. Available Funding and project delivery time frame 

Available funding 

The total amount available in this funding opportunity is up to $70,000. Applicants can apply for one year grants 

of up to $15,000 per application.  

Applicants considering larger scale programs should note that the ACT Health Promotion Grants Program also 

operates Healthy Canberra Grants which offers larger value, multi-year funding opportunities for programs that 

can demonstrate an evidence-based sustainable funding model. More information about Healthy Canberra 

Grants can be found at Healthy Canberra Grants  

Project delivery timeframe 

Funding is available for projects delivered between Early 2014 to January 2015 (see section 6 for more detail 

about timelines). 

4. Eligibility requirements and funding exclusions 

 Eligibility criteria 

Applications for Healthy Canberra Grants will not be considered eligible for assessment unless all of the following 

eligibility criteria are met: 

 Applicants must be one of the following types of organisation: 

 a not-for-profit incorporated association or company; 

 a government agency or statutory body;  

 a not-for-profit organisation with other legal status; 

 an ACT Government, Catholic Systemic, Catholic Non-systemic or Independent school;  

 an accredited early childhood service or out of school hours program; or 

 a not-for-profit organisation in an auspice arrangement with one of the above. 

 Applicants must have a current public liability insurance policy with a minimum of $10 million in cover. 

(applicants without current insurance must provide evidence of a public liability insurance quote). 

 Applicants must have an ABN or provide evidence they have applied for one. 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines/publications/ds10
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/content/phd-physical-rec-older
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/content/phd-physical-rec-older
http://health.act.gov.au/c/health?a=sp&did=10028428
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 Applicants must deliver all funded activities in the ACT for ACT residents. 

 Applicants must ensure that the declaration at the end of the application is made by the CEO or equivalent. 

This person must have ultimate financial and management responsibility for the organisation applying for 

funding. 

 Applicants must not have overdue reporting requirements including financial acquittal for any previous ACT 

Government grant. 

 Applicants must be a viable legal entity as defined by the ATO. Applicants may also be asked to provide 

copies of recent Audited Financial Statements to help support their claim of financial viability. 

 Applicants must not be a political party. 

Funding exclusions: activities and budget items that will not be funded. 

 Projects that do not contribute to the strategic intent of the ACT Health Promotion Grants Program. 

 Applications for projects which are primarily research-based. Applicants are however encouraged to 

consider linkages with research institutions and ongoing translational research in chronic disease prevention. 

 Applications for projects which are primarily training-based. Training will be considered for funding to a 

limited amount only when it is included within the budget of a project for which funding is being sought, and 

is demonstrated to be essential to the outcome of the project. 

 Projects that are primarily directed to fundraising, prizes, competitions, awards or conducting conferences. 

 Overseas and interstate travel, attendance at conferences and trade exhibitions. 

 Applications for equipment only. Equipment will be considered for funding to a limited extent if it is 

demonstrated to be essential to the outcome of the program. 

 Applications for capital works, vehicles, furniture, or other forms of capital infrastructure. 

 The purchase of food which is not associated with a food skills or nutrition education program, such as food 

for breakfast programs or catering. 

 Food skills or nutrition education training programs that have not been developed or approved by an 

appropriately qualified nutritionist or dietitian. 

 Projects that have already occurred, costs that have already been incurred, or products that have already 

been produced, ordered or delivered. 

 Costs of products or activities which are core business of the organisation. These include the infrastructure 

costs associated with running an organisation (e.g. employment of core staff, equipment, core programs, 

leasing or property maintenance). 
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5. Assessment Criteria 

Eligible funding applications will be assessed against the following selection criteria. Please note that the selection 

criteria 1-5 are listed in order of importance and applicants are strongly encouraged to consider this when 

developing their applications. 

 

1. Contribution to improvement in health and wellbeing 

 The project contributes to at least one of the priority funding areas listed in section 2. 

 The project demonstrates the ability to improve health and wellbeing knowledge, attitudes and behaviours. 

 The project contributes to at least one of the benchmarks of the National Partnership Agreement on 

Preventive Health (listed at Appendix A). 

 

2. Evidence of need 

 The application provides evidence of need in a local context where the project will be delivered. (please 

note: applications do not need to restate ‘need’ in a general way, for example quoting population level data 

about the seriousness of obesity; as we already have that information). 

 

3. Value for money 

 The application demonstrates a potential to deliver value for money by matching a realistic budget with 

potential population health improvements. 

 

4. Evidence of partnerships 

 The application demonstrates a capacity and commitment to working in partnership in the delivery of the 

project if relevant. 

 Evidence of the support and contribution from relevant key partners is included with the application if 

relevant. 

 

5. A population health approach  

 The project seeks to innovate or develop ways to deliver health improvements for the ACT population, sub-

populations or communities, by reducing the risks associated with developing chronic disease, in line with 

funding priorities.  

 

6. Evidence of health promotion practices and principles  

 The project incorporates health promotion principles and practices, including principles outlined in the 

Ottawa Charter for Health Promotion.  

 

7. Evidence of a planned approach  

 A planned approach is demonstrated including specific, measurable, attainable, relevant and timely 

(‘SMART’) objectives, and key milestones. 

 

8. Capacity to evaluate the project  

 The application demonstrates capacity to collect relevant data to evaluate the project.  

 

 

 

http://www.who.int/healthpromotion/conferences/previous/ottawa/en/index.html
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6. Important information about the application process 

Applying using the SmartyGrants online grants management system 

The ACT Health Promotion Grants Program (ACTHPGP) uses the SmartyGrants online grants management system. 

This system streamlines application and grants management processes. You can find the Health Promotion 

Innovation Fund application form at SmartyGrants . 

 

Applications for this funding opportunity should be submitted by 5 PM on Friday 18 October 2013. (Information 

about future funding opportunities is listed below.) 

 

The Selection Process 

Applications to the Health Promotion Innovation Fund can be submitted at any time. Applications will be assessed 

three times each year. Eligible applications will be assessed after each funding opportunity closes (see dates 

below). The assessment panel will comprise senior ACT Government staff, with community representation. We 

expect that funding decisions would be notified within 60 days of each funding opportunity closing. 

Key dates  

Public information session Tuesday 3 September 2013 

Funding opportunity one closes Friday 18 October 2013 

Funding opportunity two closes Friday 21 February 2014 

Funding opportunity three closes Friday 20 June 2014 

Decision advised By 60 days after each opportunity closes 

Funding provided Once Deed of Grant is signed and project plan is 

approved 

 

Administrative Requirements 

All successful applicants to the Health Promotion Innovation Fund will be required to: 

 Enter into a Deed of Grant; 

 Submit a project plan; 

 Be responsible for the reporting and financial acquittal of the grant within the timeframe specified in the 

Deed of Grant; and 

 Appropriately acknowledge the ACT Government for the assistance provided for the program. 

 

Public Information Session 

An information session for potential applicants will be held on Tuesday 3 September 2013, from 4:00-5:30pm, at 

the Rheinberger Centre, corner of Weston and Loch Street, Yarralumla, ACT 

https://acthealth.smartygrants.com.au/
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We strongly recommend prospective applicants attend this session, to find out more about our priorities, grant 

selection criteria, eligibility for funding and assessment processes. 

Contact Information 

For further information please contact the ACT Health Promotion Grants Program: 

Telephone:  (02) 6205 1325 

E-mail:    hpgrants@act.gov.au  

Web:   www.health.act.gov.au/hpgrants  

SmartyGrants  https://acthealth.smartygrants.com.au 

7. Other funding sources 
Please note that the ACT Government provides a range of funding opportunities across a number of ACT 

Government directorates. If you have an idea for a program that does not seem to fit into these Funding 

Guidelines it may be eligible for other funding sources. Details of other ACT Government funding opportunities 

can be found at http://www.grants.act.gov.au/ 

  

mailto:hpgrants@act.gov.au
http://www.health.act.gov.au/hpgrants
https://acthealth.smartygrants.com.au/
http://www.grants.act.gov.au/
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Appendix A:  National Partnership Agreement on Preventive Health (NPAPH) 

benchmarks 
The ACT is committed to achieving outcomes under the NPAPH. The NPAPH aims to address the rising prevalence 

of lifestyle related chronic disease by laying the foundations for healthy behaviours in the daily lives of 

Australians. Key NPAPH benchmarks are: 

a) Increase in proportion of children at unhealthy weight held at less than five per  cent from baseline for 

each state by 2016; proportion of children at healthy weight returned to baseline level by 2018. 

b) Increase in mean number of daily serves of fruits and vegetables consumed by children by at least 0.2 for 

fruits and 0.5 for vegetables from baseline for each State by 2016; 0.6 for fruits and 1.5 for vegetables by 2018. 

c) Increase in proportion of children participating in at least 60 minutes of moderate physical activity every 

day from baseline for each State by five per cent by 2016; by 15 per cent by 2018. 

d) Increase in proportion of adults at unhealthy weight held at less than five per cent from baseline for each 

state by 2014; proportion of adults at healthy weight returned to baseline level by 2016. 

e) Increase in mean number of daily serves of fruits and vegetables consumed by adults by at least 0.2 for 

fruits and 0.5 for vegetables from baseline for each state by 2014; 0.6 for fruits and 1.5 for vegetables from 

baseline by 2016. 

f) Increase in proportion of adults participating in at least 30 minutes of moderate physical activity on five 

or more days of the week of 5% from baseline for each state by 2014; 15 percent from baseline by 2016. 

g)  Reduction in state baseline for proportion of adults smoking daily commensurate with a two percentage 

point reduction in smoking from 2007 national baseline by 2011; 3.5 percentage point reduction from 2007 

national baseline by 2013* (*Please note the National Tobacco Strategy 2012-2018 notes a target of ‘By 2018, 

reduce the national smoking rate to 10 per cent of the population, and halve the Indigenous smoking rate, over 

the 2009 baseline’). 
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Accessibility 
The ACT Government is committed to making its information, services, events and venues as accessible as 

possible. 

If you have difficulty reading a standard printed document and would like to receive this publication in an 

alternative format such as large print, please phone 13 22 81 or email HealthACT@act.gov.au 

If English is not your first language and you require a translating and interpreting service, please phone 131 450. 

If you are deaf, or have a speech or hearing impairment and need the teletypewriter service, please phone 13 36 

77 and ask for 13 22 81. 

For speak and listen users, please phone 1300 555 727 and ask for 13 22 81. For more information on these 

services visit http://www.relayservice.com.au 

© Australian Capital Territory, Canberra, July 2013 

Enquiries about this publication should be directed to ACT Government Health Directorate, Communications and 

Marketing Unit, GPO Box 825 Canberra City ACT 2601 or email: HealthACT@act.gov.au 

www.health.act.gov.au | www.act.gov.au 

 

file://act.gov.au/act%20health/PHD/Health%20Improvement%20Branch/Health%20Promotion%20Grants/Healthy%20Canberra%20Grants/2014%202016%20Healthy%20Canberra%20Grants/Briefs%20and%20Ministerials/CHO%20brief/HealthACT@act.gov.au
file://act.gov.au/act%20health/PHD/Health%20Improvement%20Branch/Health%20Promotion%20Grants/Healthy%20Canberra%20Grants/2014%202016%20Healthy%20Canberra%20Grants/Briefs%20and%20Ministerials/CHO%20brief/www.health.act.gov.au%20|%20www.act.gov.au

