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 [8 January 2015] 

 

ACT Government 48% grade on the  
National Alcohol Policy Scorecard 

 
The ACT Government was today presented with an award from the National Alliance for Action on Alcohol 
(NAAA) for scoring ahead of all other Australian jurisdictions on the 2014 National Alcohol Policy 
Scorecard. 
 
“The strengths of the ACT’s alcohol policy include the whole-of-government Alcohol Tobacco and Other 
Drug Strategy which aims to prevent and reduce alcohol-related harms.” said Ms Carrie Fowlie, Executive 
Officer of the Alcohol Tobacco and Other Drug Association ACT (ATODA). 
 
“We congratulate the ACT Government for its continued efforts in alcohol policy. Unfortunately, despite 
these efforts, Canberrans continue to have the highest drinking prevalence rate in Australia.”  
 
“Of all the drugs, alcohol causes the most harm in Canberra. There is a causal relationship between 
alcohol consumption and dependence, liver disease, cancer, cardiovascular disease, as well as injuries 
resulting from violence and road accidents.” 
 
“Emergency Department presentations at The Canberra Hospital and Calvary Hospital for the toxic effects 
of alcohol, including acute alcohol intoxication, have increased by 34.7% and alcohol-attributable injuries 
increased by 23.7% over a three year period.” 
 
“ACT treatment episodes where alcohol was the primary drug of concern have also increased by 40.3% 
over a ten year period.” 
 
“The ACT Government can do more to prevent and reduce alcohol-related harms, including ensuring drug 
treatment services have sufficient resources to meet demand. Currently Canberrans may have to wait up 
to two months to get help.” 
 
“The ACT Government could reduce the uptake of alcohol by young people by amending secondary supply 
laws to be consistent with the rest of Australia and reduce alcohol-related violence by restricting late night 
trading from 5am to 3am.” 
 
“We hope that the ACT Government will soon publicly respond to the 2013 review of the Liquor Act which 
identified some of these areas of improvement.” 
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