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Australian Government’s alcohol policy a ‘fizzer’ 
 

New results: 

 Majority of Australian jurisdictions scored well below a pass grade in alcohol policy 

 The Australian Federal Government scored the lowest result and has received the 

2014 Fizzers award. 

 ACT led the country again in alcohol policy for 2014, while NSW received the 

award for ‘most improved’. 

 

For the second year running the Australian Federal Government has received the annual 

Fizzers award today by the National Alliance of Action on Alcohol (NAAA) for its inaction in 

developing and implementing alcohol policy in 2014. 

 
Representing more than 70 organisations, NAAA was formed in 2009 to strengthen and 

improve policies that prevent alcohol-related harm and in 2013, the alliance introduced the 

National Alcohol Policy Scorecard to assess the policy response of Australian jurisdictions. 

 

The Australian Federal Government’s performance was very poor, scoring the lowest result 

overall (9%) on the national scorecard, a drop of 20 percent from last year. 

 

Professor Mike Daube, Co-Chair of the NAAA and Public Health Association of Australia 

alcohol spokesperson was disappointed with the overall results of the 2014 National Alcohol 

Policy Scorecard. 

 

“The majority of jurisdictions again did not score well this year for their alcohol policies, with all 

scoring below a pass grade (less than 50%). The Australian Government was by far the lowest 

performing jurisdiction in the country and in recognition of this has received the 2014 Fizzers 

award,” said Professor Daube. 

 

“It’s disappointing that the Australian Government is falling even further behind the rest of the 

country when it comes to developing and implementing evidence-based policies that reduce 

alcohol-related harm,” said Professor Daube. 

 

“Their low score largely reflects the lack of action and deep funding cuts in a number of key 

alcohol policy areas. The most critical shortcomings include the lack of a national alcohol 

strategy since 2010, and inaction in the areas of alcohol taxation, regulation of alcohol 

marketing, and labelling of alcohol products. Other backward steps also include the 

Government’s dismantling of a number of key advisory groups such as the Alcohol and Other 

Drugs Council of Australia (ADCA) and the Australian National Preventative Health Agency 

(AHPHA) and ending the Be The Influence sports sponsorship program. 

 

In contrast, the ACT government remained on top for the second year with the highest score 

overall (48%) and will receive an award in recognition of its achievements.  

 



NSW received the ‘most improved’ award, moving upwards by 10 percent from 2013 (to 41%) 

reflecting the major reforms introduced by the NSW government during 2014, including the 

introduction of 1:30am lockouts and 3:00am last drinks in Sydney’s CBD, bans on the sale of 

shots after midnight, a state-wide 10pm closing time for all bottle shops, a ban on high risk 

promotions, and a community awareness campaign to address binge drinking. 

 

NAAA spokesperson, Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education Chief Executive, 

Michael Thorn commended the NSW Government for its strong leadership in 2014. 

 

“The results of this year’s National Alcohol Policy Scorecard highlight that NSW is on the right 

track when it comes to the prevention and reduction of the State’s heavy alcohol toll. Their 

improved score reflects the strong action taken by the Government following the tragic events 

in Sydney last summer, which saw the death of Daniel Christie and a community campaign led 

by medical, public health and law enforcement organisations,” Mr Thorn said. 

 

Todd Harper, Co-Chair of the NAAA and CEO of Cancer Council Victoria praised those 

governments that were taking alcohol policy seriously but said a lot more work needed to be 

done in all jurisdictions. 

 

“The results again highlighted that some jurisdictions are continuing to do well when it comes 

to drink driving countermeasures, whole-of-government strategic planning for the prevention 

and reduction of alcohol-related harm and data management and research. Yet other 

jurisdictions have made little or no progress,” Mr Harper said. 

 

“Several jurisdictions lack a strategy or action plan on alcohol, public health oriented alcohol 

pricing and taxation policies are lacking in all jurisdictions, and most scored poorly in terms of 

their restrictions on alcohol marketing and having transparent and independent policies.” 

 

The NAAA has called for action in three priority areas – alcohol pricing and taxation, alcohol 

marketing and promotion and alcohol availability – supported by strong education and 

information programs.  

 

“We are urging all governments to work hard at strengthening alcohol policy, given the 

scientific evidence that this can lead to significant improvements in public health and safety. In 

particular, we strongly encourage the Australian Government to take action to improve alcohol 

policy at the national level, so that other jurisdictions can follow suit. I am particularly optimistic 

about working with the newly elected Victorian Government on alcohol reform,” Mr Harper said. 

 
Ranking of Total Scores, 2014 National Alcohol Policy Scorecard 

 

Rank Jurisdiction 

Total points 

achieved 

Total possible 

points Final score (%) 

1 ACT 13.5 28 48 

2 WA 12.0 28 45 

3 NSW 11.5 28 41 

4 VIC 11.5 28 41 

5 TAS 10.0 28 36 

6 QLD 9.0 28 32 

7 NT 8.5 28 30 

8 SA 8.5 28 30 

9 FEDERAL 2.5 27 9 

 



Ends 

 

NOTE TO MEDIA:  DOORSTOP EVENT – THURSDAY 8 JANUARY  

 

NAAA spokesperson, Chief Executive of the Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education, 
Michael Thorn will present ACT Chief Minister Andrew Barr MLA with an award for the best 
performing jurisdiction at a media doorstop at the ACT Legislative Assembly in Canberra 10am 
on Thursday 8 January 2015.  

 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES:  
Todd Harper, Professor Mike Daube and Michael Thorn are available for interview.  
For further information or to arrange an interview with a NAAA spokesperson please contact:  
 
Emma Fay    Amy Smith  
Cancer Council Victoria   Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education 
0415 477 537    0422 385 240 
 

 

About the NAAA 

The National Alliance for Action on Alcohol (NAAA) is a national coalition representing more 

than 70 organisations from across Australia. The NAAA’s members cover a diverse range of 

interests, including public health, law enforcement, local government, Indigenous health, child 

and adolescent health and family and community services. 

www.actiononalcohol.org.au 

Twitter: @ACTIONonALCOHOL 

http://www.actiononalcohol.org.au/

