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As part of its commitment to provide high level advice to government, the Australian National Council 
on Drugs (ANCD), with the support of the Australian Government, established the National Indigenous 
Drug and Alcohol Committee (NIDAC).  

NIDAC comprises members from non-government and government organisations with specialist 
expertise and knowledge from around Australia to provide advice to government on ways to address 
harmful drug and alcohol (AOD) use amongst Indigenous Australians. 

Committee meetings and consultations with people working with Indigenous drug and alcohol issues are 
held in a different State or Territory every four months.  Through these meetings and consultation 
forums, NIDAC is able to ensure that the views of the sector are considered as part of its advice. 
 
In March 2013, NIDAC: 

 Conducted a community consultation forum in Sydney, with people that work to address harmful 
Indigenous drug and alcohol use, which included presentations from Mr John Haydock, Mr Ralph 
Moore and Ms Amanda Holt (NSW Health), Ms Sallie Cairnduff and Ms Leanne  Lawrence 
(Aboriginal Health & Medical Research Council) and Mr John Shevlin (Department of Health and 
Ageing). A welcome to Country was provided by Millie Ingram, on behalf of the Gadigal people of 
the Eora Nation. 

 Conducted its regular Executive and Members meetings.  

 Conducted a NIDAC Conference Planning Workshop. 
 

NIDAC Consultation Forum 

The forum was attended by around 40 people, with a number of matters being raised for discussion and 
debate.  These included: 

 The Aboriginal Drug and Alcohol Prevention and Treatment Plan 2013 -17, currently being 
developed in NSW. This Plan will sit under the broader NSW Drug and Alcohol Plan. 

 Problems with access for people seeking pharmacotherapy treatment in NSW. People from 
regional NSW are required to come into Sydney to access pharmacotherapy services as there are 
extensive waiting lists in regional areas. People who are on pharmacotherapy treatment whilst in 
prison are also experiencing problems accessing ongoing treatment after release.  More 
pharmacotherapy services are needed for regional areas and people leaving prison need to be 
linked into community based pharmacotherapy programs before leaving prison. 

 Movement of funding which had previously been allocated to the Aboriginal community control 
sector, into mainstream funding streams and the negative impact this is having on the availability 
of culturally appropriate services able to effectively respond to the needs of Aboriginal people. 



 Concern over the closure of Aboriginal residential rehabilitation services in NSW. There is a need 
for a shared vision between state and federal governments to support the ongoing availability of 
residential services for Aboriginal people. 

 Shortage of detoxification services in regional areas of NSW and the adverse affect this is having 
on Aboriginal people being able to access treatment. 

 Removal of Aboriginal children and concern that the reforms being undertaken by the NSW 
Government do not adequately take into account an Aboriginal perspective. The proposed 
reforms may also result in parents with AOD issues not accessing services, including Aboriginal 
Medical Services, due to concerns over losing their children. 

 Interest in the national review of the drug and alcohol prevention and treatment sector being 
undertaken by the Department of Health and Ageing. This review is to commence shortly. 

 
NIDAC Meeting 

NIDAC discussed and determined a course of action on a number of matters at its meeting. These 
included: 

 Concern over the removal of children from parents with problematic drug and alcohol use, raised 
at the consultation forum. NIDAC together with the Australian National Council on Drugs agreed 
to provide a response to the NSW Government’s Child Protection Legislative Reform Discussion 
Paper. 

 NIDAC member’s attendance and positive reaction to the drug and alcohol roundtable for the 
development of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Plan, held by the 
National Congress of Australia’s First Peoples. NIDAC agreed to provide further information to 
assist in the development of the Plan. 

 The ongoing debate on the Northern Territory Banned Drinkers Register (BDR) and the focus on 
compulsory treatment options by the Northern Territory Government. These issues generated 
significant discussion at the meeting and NIDAC members resolved to write to the NT Chief 
Minister on the matter. 

 Discussion on reports of increased use of ice by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth with 
NIDAC agreeing to partner with NACCHO to conduct a brief survey to seek further information 
from Aboriginal Medical Services on this issue. 

 Ongoing concern over the impact of many Aboriginal AOD workers and organizations not being 
represented by a peak body and NIDAC’s resolve to progress its work on the establishment of a 
peak body, taking into consideration the findings of the NIDAC survey currently being conducted. 

 NIDAC’s involvement and support for the development of the new National Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples Drug Strategy (NATSIPDS).  NIDAC agreed to Mr Scott Wilson replacing Ms 
Coralie Ober, who has recently resigned from NIDAC, as Co Deputy Chair of the NATSIPDS working 
group. 

 Two presentations by: 

 Ms Sarah Hopkins on the NSW Justice Reinvestment Campaign for Aboriginal Young 
People. The campaign seeks to address the over representation of Aboriginal young people 
in custody in NSW and is calling on the NSW government to implement a justice 
reinvestment policy to address this over-representation of Aboriginal youth as a matter of 
urgency.  



 Professor Dennis Gray on price and licensing restrictions in Central Australia. This 
presentation looked at the long term trends on alcohol consumption, interventions aimed 
at reducing alcohol related harm and the extent to which changes in consumption rates 
and harms can be attributed to particular alcohol control measures.  

 Discussion on NIDAC’s planning workshop being held on 8 March for the 3rd National Indigenous 
Drug and Alcohol Conference. This event is being held from 4 -6 June 2014 at the Grand Hyatt in 
Melbourne.  

 Feedback on the FaHCSIA Breaking the Cycle Workshop, which was held in Glenelg, SA in early 
February. This workshop was attended by representatives from NIDAC.  

 The recent release of the NIDAC report, An Economic Analysis for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Offenders: Prison vs Residential Treatment and NIDAC position paper Bridges and 
Barriers: Addressing Indigenous Incarceration and Health (revised edition). This cost benefit 
analysis provides further evidence for non violent offenders with problematic drug and alcohol use 
being diverted into residential treatment rather than prison. NIDAC is presenting the findings of 
these reports at a number of Conferences in 2013. 

 Updates from the Department of Families, Community Services, Housing and Indigenous Affairs 
and the Department of Health and Ageing. 

 
Next Meeting – Glenelg, SA, 17 & 18 July, 2013 

 

 

For information on Indigenous specific alcohol and other drug issues, NIDAC priorities and activities – visit www.nidac.org.au 

To contact the NIDAC Secretariat (02) 6166 9600 or email nidac@ancd.org.au  
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