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National 
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1.  What is National 
Reconciliation 
Week?

Each year from 27 May to 3 June, National Reconciliation Week celebrates 
and builds on the respectful relationships shared by Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and other Australians. The week-long celebration is 
an ideal opportunity for all Australians to explore ways to join the national 
reconciliation effort.

2. When did it begin? The Week of Prayer for Reconciliation began in 1993 and was supported 
by Australia’s major religious groups. Three years later it evolved into 
National Reconciliation Week under the guidance of the Council for 
Aboriginal Reconciliation (now Reconciliation Australia).

3.  What is the 
significance 
of 27 May 
and 3 June?

May 27 and June 3 are important dates in Australia’s history. May 27 
marks the anniversary of the 1967 referendum when Australians voted to 
remove clauses in the Australian Constitution that discriminated against 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The day before National 
Reconciliation Week, 26 May, is National Sorry Day, which was first held in 
Sydney in 1998 and is now commemorated nationally to remember and 
honour the Stolen Generations. 

June 3 marks the historic 1992 Mabo decision in which the High Court 
of Australia recognised native title—the recognition that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples’ rights over their lands did survive British 
colonisation. 2012 marked the 20th anniversary of the Mabo decision and 
the 45th anniversary of the 1967 referendum. You can read more about 
these events in the fact sheets included in this kit.

4.  What does 
‘reconciliation‚ 
mean in the 
context of National 
Reconciliation 
Week?

Reconciliation involves building positive, respectful relationships between 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other Australians; 
enabling us to work together to close the gaps, and to achieve a shared 
sense of fairness and justice. The ultimate goal of reconciliation is to build 
strong and trusting relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and other Australians, as a foundation for success and 
to enhance our national wellbeing.

Closing the Gap describes the actions that schools, governments, 
businesses and the community can take to help achieve equality of life 
expectancy, education and employment for all Australians.

http://www.reconciliation.org.au/home/projects/national-reconciliation-week
http://www.peo.gov.au/students/cl/constitution.html
http://www.nsdc.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=20&Itemid=51
http://www.healingfoundation.org.au/
http://www.peo.gov.au/faq/faq_24.html
http://www.peo.gov.au/faq/faq_24.html
http://www.nntt.gov.au/Information-about-native-title/Pages/Nativetitlerightsandinterests.aspx
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/home/resources/school-resources/1967-referendum
http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/our-responsibilities/indigenous-australians/programs-services/closing-the-gap
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5.  Why is National 
Reconciliation 
Week important?

National Reconciliation Week is an ideal time for organisations, schools, 
universities and workplaces to join the reconciliation conversation. It is 
a chance to work towards the goal of building respectful relationships 
between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other 
Australians, and to create a fair and equal society.

6.  Who organises 
National 
Reconciliation 
Week?

National Reconciliation Week is organised by Reconciliation Australia; 
an independent, not-for-profit organisation established in 2000. It is the 
national organisation responsible for building and promoting reconciliation 
between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other Australians.

Reconciliation Australia also works with state reconciliation councils in New 
South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, Western Australia and South Australia to 
organise local events and activities for National Reconciliation Week.

How can I get involved?
During National Reconciliation Week, you can participate in lots of activities and events that focus 
on the value of recognition. For example, cultural institutions in most capital cities hold recognition 
events. You can think about hosting an event at your school, organisation or workplace—it can be 
as simple as flying an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander flag, writing a blog, or posting something 
on Facebook or Twitter.

On a personal level, you can think about recognising someone in your life or take the time to learn 
about the rich Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture that exists in Australia. And, importantly, 
find the time to talk with your family and friends about why it’s important for all Australians to build 
respectful relationships with each other, and especially with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

While National Reconciliation Week is a great time to think about these issues, you can still take 
action through the year to work towards reconciliation. Visit the Reconciliation Australia website 
for more information and to discover what activities and events are taking place in your local area 
during National Reconciliation Week and throughout the year.

Visit our website: www.reconciliation.org.au
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ReconciliationAus
Follow us on Twitter @RecAustralia 

www.nswreconciliation.org.au/
www.nswreconciliation.org.au/
http://www.rqi.org.au/
http://www.reconciliationvic.org.au/
http://www.reconciliationsa.org.au/
www.reconciliation.org.au
www.facebook.com/ReconciliationAus
https://twitter.com/RecAustralia

