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Removing syringes

' B, e a&a: 5 priicle

IN the best in*{erests of Aiexander' Ma-
chonochie Centre prisoners, coyrec-
tional staff and the wider comnmunity,
the Canberra Liberals oppose the push
by ACT Labor and the Greens to intro-
duce a needle exchange at the prison.
This push does not seriously at-
tempt to address the fundamental

problem: drugs getting into the prison .

in the first place.

With three quarters of ACT pI‘lbOH_—_

ers atiributing their crimes to difngs;

the ohiective must be to prevent drigs -
entering the prison, and to provide,

effectivetreatment and rehabilitation’
programs that witl reditce the chance
of hepatitis C transmission and con-

tinued driig dependence.

The recent Burnet Thstitute repﬂri .
stito the ACT prison has shown that
the policies to prevent drigs entering -
the prison, and the.drug: treatmerit:

programs are in- disarray.: Concernc;
raised inctude the flow of drugs en-
tering the prison, the. ‘drug testing
regime, searching practices, reha-
bilitation programs, access to health
care, and staff pushing methadone on
prisoners.

: A needle exchange would detract
ﬁ om the effective implementation of
tiese strategies. Providing syringes
ti drug-addicted prisoners wowld sim-

is orucial to ?wvaﬁmﬁ

disease, says JEREMY HANSON, in reply o %t
“rhe need for prison needies’

ply encourage them to maintdain thexr :
drug habit. You cannot implement an

affsitive drig-rehabilitation program
{ifprison while, al the same time, sup
plying prisoners with rirugqn]ectmg
-equipment.

~In fact-expert opmmn har; immd :
_that a needle‘eichange woutd lead: to

the “quasi- legalisation” of drugs:
“Stopping . the spread of blood-
‘borne chsea'ae would not, assentially,

_corractmnai centre enwronment-
(Hamburger Report, 12.1). .. -
Therefore, it cannot. be ¢ ed:blv
drgued that: a rieedle: exchang,e is a
“health” measiire that could somehow

regime, there his heefi no transfer of
“hepatitis C or HIV: tecorded at the

prisan to date, and seadeniic rosearch’

shows that transfer of blood-borne
disease is actually much higher
ouiside of priscns amongst similar
populations.

Prison staff also ‘;trongly oppose
the introduction of a needie exchange
and the overwhelming majority of

“hedn called o d m}mbor oi.

T :(T lm‘

be:difficult if it were Tot’ for the-fact -
Yhal it caniot Iappen Wlthout aquast
legalisation of drig ise within the
Jexpressed . salety COcerns
“prisonérs being armed with needles, .
which can'tie uised as weapens against
- giead driven by dn ideologic
he separaie from custodial Gperations’ - " at the expense of good prison._.an
#tthe prison: Removing syrmge% 8
“erucial o prevenung disedse, It dgan
“fact that, underthe FUrTENt R syTHige

eofrections officers . have su,ned a..
“‘axchange. A submisgion provide

petiicn to’ that ef foct.

As well ds concerny abiout the riega: .
e impact. of a needle exchange oh

drug programs,- prison staff have
about

themselves ard other prisoners.
“Theii” ‘argument  is

nearly seéven vears récenily ford se-

_yies of robberies whete she used blood Z
filled syringes {ot +threaten shop and’

securily staff: -

- The Atsfralian Nuremg Federation
has also stated publicly that the jail's
nurses do not support a needle ex-
change at the jail. Nurses who would
be at the front line of administering

~guch a program are justifiably wor-

ried about a ranye ol issues associated
with such a proposal.

“legitimate, |
A Ccmberra woman was 3ailed for:

Pnsoncrq also oppose a ne

“hief Minister Katy Gallagher’s

“guiry into how o implement a ne
“exchange at the jirison advised
=100 per-cent of prisoners intervie

rejected plans foy a needie exchan
ACT 1abor and the Greens are
e

nient; effective -drug reduction

'sut-{:es‘;ful rehabilitation: progre
-+ No other State of Territory hasa
‘dig exchiange, and for.good reas

The welfare, Health, safety, and
mian rights of prisoners, stalf anc
broader community are best sel
by providing an environpment -
fewer drugs, and better access €
fective rehabilitation programs a
ACT prison, not a needle exchang
Jeremy Hanson is the Liberal spc
man for health and corrections.




