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Issue 5 - July 2012 

Message from the Executive Director
Current Activities 
My apologies for the delay in sending out 
this  month’s  update.  Like  many  of  us  with  
the cold weather I have had over a week 
off with illness. I hope you are all staying 
healthy and well over this time. 
As for all of you, the end of the financial 
year has been a busy time for us. 

We have recently appeared in Budget 
Estimates, where the Ministers and 
Directorates are scrutinised about the 
expenditure of public money. It is also 
important to know that the last Legislative 
Assembly sitting period prior to the 
election is scheduled for two weeks in 
August. This will be a busy period for many 
public servants as many processes must be 
finalised during this time. 
We will move into Caretaker period on 
14 September in the lead up to the ACT 
Election on 20 October 2012. 
OCYFS Mission 
OCYFS, like other areas within the 
Community Services Directorate, has been 
developing our participation statement 
following  the  release  in  March  of  CSD’s  
new Strategic Plan. OCYFS has articulated 
its mission as OCYFS – keeping children, 
young people and families strong, safe and 
connected. 
NAIDOC Week 
NAIDOC Week ran from 1 to 8 July this 
year. NAIDOC Week is a celebration of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures and an opportunity to recognise 
the contribution of Indigenous Australians. 
There were a lot of valuable events held 
over the course of the week. Artwork from 
our Bimberi Youth Justice Centre residents 
was exhibited at the Burrunju Aboriginal 
Corporation Art Gallery (on Lady Denman 

Drive). Residents painted these works 
whilst participating in the Gugan Gulwan 
Bimberi Arts Through Therapy Program and 
they were displayed along with unique 
quilts  made  by  the  Burrunju  Art  Gallery’s  
Women’s  Business  Group. 
Blueprint for Youth Justice 
The Blueprint for Youth Justice in the ACT is 
close to completion. It will be publicly 
released in August 2012. 
Care and Protection Services 
We are progressing with the change 
agenda in CPS, which includes the 
implementation of recommendations from 
the Public Advocate Reviews. We are 
currently establishing a milestone review 
panel which will comprise Mrs Narelle 
Hargreaves OAM (Chair of the Children and 
Youth Services Council), Ms Anita Phillips 
(Public Advocate) and Mr Graham Bashford 
(Member of the Directorate’s  Audit  and  
Review Committee). 
Executive Staffing 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Danielle Stiff for her time acting as 
Senior Manager, Early Intervention and 
Prevention. Danielle is heading off on 
maternity leave shortly and we wish her, 
and her family, all the very best at this 
exciting time. 
We welcome Paul Wyles back to OCYFS as 
he steps in to lead Early Intervention and 
Prevention Services. 
As always, if you would like to provide 
feedback or ask questions please contact 
my Executive Officer, Kathryn Elton, via 
kathryn.elton@act.gov.au. 
Christine Nolan 
Executive Director 
25 July 2012

mailto:kathryn.elton@act.gov.au
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Boundless Playground 
On 27 June the ACT Chief Minister Katy Gallagher has announced seed funding of $50,000 
towards the Boundless National  Children’s  Playground  - which will be accessible to 
children of all ages and abilities - as the final project to be supported by the Community 
Centenary Initiatives Fund.  
The project, to be constructed in the National Triangle, is an initiative driven by Canberra-
based public servants working in a voluntary capacity and with the support of the private 
sector. Our own Director-General, Natalie Howson, is leading the initiative. 
“Once  completed,  this  will  be  an  exciting  new  space  for  children  and  young people where 
there  are  no  barriers  to  play  or  inclusion,”  the  Chief  Minister  said.   

“With  the  support  of  the  National  Capital  Authority,  a  prominent  site  has  been  identified  
close to the National Carillon in Kings Park.  
“The  Boundless playground will be a wonderful gift to Canberra in the Centenary year 
with  a  view  to  the  first  stage  being  opened  during  Children’s  Week  in  October  2013,”  the  
Chief Minister said.  
The project will be community-driven from grass roots involvement in the design of the 
playground’s  many  elements  through  to  a  big  fundraising  effort  to  finance  the  playground  
via workplace giving amongst public servants employed by the Commonwealth and ACT 
Governments.  

The National Capital Authority are now undertaking a public consultation on the project, 
which can be found at http://nationalcapital.gov.au/haveyoursay/index.php/current-
discussions/the-national-childrens-playground-boundless-canberra 

We would like to invite stakeholders and members of the community to have a look at 
the initial plans and register their feedback on this all-inclusive playground which we 
propose  will  open  during  Children’s  Week  in  October  2013.  This  is  a  project  devised  by  a  
small team within the Community Services Directorate, but one which has caught the 
imagination  of  public  and  private  sector  workers  within  the  nation’s  capital.  The  website 
and official launch is scheduled for August. 

 

http://nationalcapital.gov.au/haveyoursay/index.php/current-discussions/the-national-childrens-playground-boundless-canberra
http://nationalcapital.gov.au/haveyoursay/index.php/current-discussions/the-national-childrens-playground-boundless-canberra
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CYFSP Virtual Bus Tour 

Families ACT and the Youth Coalition of the 
ACT arranged a virtual bus tour of the new 
Child, Youth and Family Services Program 
(CYFSP) for Care and Protection Services. 
Community Service Providers set up stalls 
about their programs. In  ‘speed  dating  
style’ providers explained their services to 
caseworkers who were then able to ask 
questions. 

The event was very well attended and 
community partners and caseworkers alike 
gave positive feedback about the event. 
Another will be arranged in the not too 
distant future with the possibility of de-

identified case studies being utilised to 
demonstrate referral pathways and options 
under the new program.

CPS and CYFSP Partner to Strengthen Responses to Young People 

Care and Protection Services in collaboration with our community partners are working 
together to better support young people aged 13 to 16 years  who  are  ‘brushing  up’  
against the statutory child protection system. This is a danger period for young people 
experiencing personal difficulties and conflict with parents who may believe that signing 
their children into care on a voluntary basis is the best course of action. In actuality, 
generally, OCYFS and carers experience similar difficulties to parents in keeping young 
people safe when they are engaging in risk taking behaviours. 
CPS is trialing a new approach where every effort will be made to support families and 
young people so that young people can safely remain within their family unit. We are 
encouraging the family and young person to seek suitable short term informal 
arrangements with family and friends with the aim of convening an independent child 
protection case conference within 24-48 hours. CYFSP network coordinators have agreed 
to participate in order to ensure appropriate services are wrapped around the family at 
this early stage. 

It is important to keep young people attached to their families and communities at this 
critical time of life, where it is safe to do so. Entering care can set young people on a 
trajectory which may result in long term breakdown of family relationships, exposure to 
troubled peers in group care settings and disengagement from previous community 
activities. 
This  new  initiative  strongly  aligns  with  OCYFS’  mission  of  Keeping children, young people 
and families strong, safe and connected.
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Congratulations to Bimberi Workers who Graduated from CIT 
Congratulations to the 33 
workers at the Bimberi Youth 
Justice Centre who this month 
graduated from the Canberra 
Institute of Technology (CIT) 
with a Certificate IV in Youth 
Work or Diploma of Youth 
Work. 

Since 2010 CIT has partnered 
with Bimberi to provide 
valuable customised training to 

staff members, which is directly related back to their roles within Bimberi. 

This is a great result. The Directorate is committed to continuous improvement and is 
very supportive of staff gaining additional qualifications that will enhance their work 
skills. 

The Day of Dialogue 
Jillian Paull, Senior Director in OCYFS, is  hosting  a  ‘Day  of  Dialogue’  on  Thursday  26  July  
2012. All Directors of agencies funded as part of the Child, Youth and Family Support 
Program (CYFSP) have been invited to join senior staff from within OCFYS to meet 
together to establish a shared understanding of how we will work together, where we are 
heading and how we will get there. Whilst this sounds simple there are many 
complexities in this conversation and I know she is very much looking forward to spending 
a whole day with these key stakeholders. 

The  ‘Day  of  Dialogue’  will  be  held  at  the  Yarramundi Reach Cultural Centre overlooking 
the lake and this venue will provide an opportunity to reflect and establish agreement on 
a way forward. 

If you have any 
questions please 
don’t  hesitate  to  
contact Jillian via 
email on 
jillian.paull@act.gov
.au or by phone on 
620 59390 

mailto:jillian.paull@act.gov.au
mailto:jillian.paull@act.gov.au
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Out of Home Care Strategy 

Work has commenced on the development of a five year Out of Home Care Strategy for 
the ACT. The strategy will be developed collaboratively between Out of Home Care 
stakeholders and OCYFS. The first planning workshop was held on 11 May 2012. 

Ms Sarah Kirk is the project officer and is already making progress. Sarah has most 
recently been working on the ACT implementation of the National Quality Framework for 
Early Childhood Education and Care. She has been with OCYFS for a significant period of 
time including at the Child and Family Centres,  the  Children’s  Policy  and  Regulation Unit 
and Care and Protection Services. 

National Symposium – Early Childhood Development: 
An Emerging Profession

The National Symposium – Early Childhood 
Development: An Emerging Profession will 
be held on 24 and 25 September 2012 in 
Adelaide, as part of the national work 
occurring in relation to the National Early 
Childhood Development (ECD) Strategy. 
The strategy is a collaborative effort 
between the Commonwealth and state and 
territory governments to ensure that all 
children experience a positive early 
childhood, from birth through the first 
eight years of life. This requires the broad 
early childhood development workforce to 
work as an integrated service system to 
engage with children and families. The 
national symposium is being held to 
recognise the challenges faced by the 
workforce to apply the necessary skills and 
knowledge to work effectively in an 
integrated service system and create a 
‘new  ECD  profession’  that  spans  multiple  
disciplines. 

The symposium is being organised by the 
South Australian Government Department 
for Education and Child Development, with 

support from the 
Commonwealth 
Department for Education, Employment 
and Workforce Relations. A National 
Reference Group has been established with 
representatives from all states and 
territories and the commonwealth 
government. The ACT has representation 
on this group.  

Community Services Directorate will be 
showcasing the Child and Family Centres 
and the Education and Training Directorate 
will showcase the ACT Early Childhood 
Schools. 

In conjunction with the symposium is an 
online discussion forum and online 
showcase of stories of good practice across 
Australia. Online participation is open to 
everyone regardless of whether they are 
attending the actual symposium. The online 
discussion commenced on 25 June 2012 
and will be open to 17 August 2012. There 
will be a series of online discussions on the 
key themes in the lead up to the 
symposium.

blocked::http://www.deewr.gov.au/earlychildhood/policy_agenda/pages/earlychildhooddevelopmentstrategy.aspx
blocked::http://www.deewr.gov.au/earlychildhood/policy_agenda/pages/earlychildhooddevelopmentstrategy.aspx
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Bimberi Family Engagement Worker 

Dean Jard has commenced in the role of Family Engagement Officer at 
Bimberi Youth Justice Centre. This is an exciting position that was co-
designed with community providers to focus on engaging families of 
young people at Bimberi. Family support is critical for young people to feel 
safe in Bimberi and to transition effectively into the community. The 
position is Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander identified and therefore 
builds on the strong theme of kinship and importance of kinship to 
recovering young people. The position was designed to ensure that 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives are considered in the 

day to day activity of the Centre. We look forward to developing this role and its 
relationships with the community sector. 

 

Care and Protection Services Prenatal Team

Care and Protection Services work closely 
with the ACT Health Directorate. To assist 
this work a Prenatal Liaison Officer role has 
been  established.  The  liaison  officer’s  role  
is to support Care and Protection Services 
caseworkers in the interventions they 
undertake with vulnerable pregnant 
women in the ACT and to offer advice to 
service providers regarding prenatal 
reporting to CPS. 

Systems, education and pathways have 
been established to complement and assist 
caseworkers supporting families who may 
be involved with multiple service providers 
and have a multitude of risk factors present 
that may impact on their unborn child and 
post birth of the child. 

The use of Prebirth Alerts is widely 
practiced across The Canberra Hospital and 

Calvary Hospital facilitating a timely 
notification  to  CPS  of  a  baby’s  birth  where  
risk is identified prior to birth. There is a 
strong emphasis on CPS caseworkers 
working closely with other service 
providers and employing the Child 
Protection Case Conferencing (CPCC) model 
of practice in order to provide a holistic 
model of intervention to families where a 
prenatal report has been made to CPS. 

The recent establishment of the prenatal 
team in Centralised Intake Services (CIS) 
has assisted the wider ACT community 
regarding education about prenatal 
intervention with CPS and an increase of 
pregnant women providing prenatal 
consent to CPS for intervention is noted.

 


