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Australian Government Must Take Effective Action To Address Methamphetamine Use 

Funding For Treatment, Not Stigma and Discrimination, The Answer 

Alcohol and other drug specialists are urging the Federal Government to commit resources to treatment 
and rehabilitation programs, reducing methamphetamine-related harm and reducing demand for the 
drug.  

Peak bodies for the alcohol and other drug sector in each state and territory represent not-for-profit 
alcohol and other drug services delivering prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and harm reduction 
programs. The peaks are working together to call for a genuine commitment from the Australian 
Government to addressing alcohol and other drug-related harm. 

The call follows Social Services Minister Scott Morrison’s description of methamphetamine as “a drug 
you can see people on benefits using.” 

“Alcohol and other drug services see people from all walks of life,” says WA Network of Alcohol and 
other Drug Agencies (WANADA) CEO Jill Rundle. “Discriminating against people who are already at a 
disadvantage doesn’t ensure appropriate, specialist care is available, it heightens stigma.” 

Stigma prevents many people from seeking treatment and support when they need it. 

“We want to see action from the Australian Government that ensures treatment and support is available 
Australia-wide,” says Queensland Network of Alcohol and other Drug Agencies (QNADA) CEO Rebecca 
MacBean. 

“Right now, people who are ready to seek support are being asked to wait because services are 
stretched to the limit.” 

Alcohol and other drug services receive funding through the Australian Government Department of 
Health’s Flexible Funds, but funding beyond 2015/16 is not guaranteed. 

“We need to plan for the future to deal effectively with the impact of methamphetamine use in our 
communities,” said Network of Alcohol and other Drug Agencies (NADA) CEO Larry Pierce. “This is 
difficult when we can’t be certain that programs will run beyond June.” 

“If the Australian Government is serious about reducing the harm caused by alcohol and other drug use, 
if it wants to see a reduction in use, and if it is genuine about the areas of action identified by the Ice 
Taskforce, then it needs to make a commitment to the people who can make that happen – alcohol and 
other drug agencies and the communities we serve.”  
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