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This quarterly update provides an overview of research projects currently being implemented by the 

Institute of Child Protection Studies (ICPS), Australian Catholic University. ICPS aims to enhance the well-

being of children, young people and families through quality research, evaluation, training and community 

education. ICPS is based within the Learning Sciences Institute Australia, in the Faculty of Education and 

Arts. Current research projects at ICPS include: 

 

 Involving children in social research: Balancing the risks and benefits 

 kContact: Keeping contact between parents and children in care; 

 Developing an understanding of how children understand and experience safety in institutions; 

 Refugee Communities Intercultural Dialogue: Building relationships, building communities; and, 

 Child Protection Practitioner Study. 

 

See also New Publications at the end of the Update. For more information about ICPS Research Updates, 

contact erin.barry@acu.edu.au.  

Involving children in social research: Balancing the risks and benefits 

This research aims to better understand and address the tensions between the protection of children and 

young people, and their participation in social research about sensitive issues. There is a growing consensus 

that children’s involvement in social research is important, but considerable uncertainty remains around 

chidren’s inclusion in research on sensitive issues, reflecting concerns about how to balance children’s 

protection with their participation. This study will explore how ethics committees, parents, other 

gatekeepers and children themselves manage and navigate these tensions. The first Reference Group 

meeting was held in late May and the literature is currently being reviewed to inform the study design. 

 

This research has been funded through an Australian Research Council Discovery Grant, and is being 

conducted between 2015 – 2017 by Prof Morag McArthur, Dr Tim Moore and Assoc Prof Stephanie Taplin, 

alongside partners from the Southern Cross University, University of Melbourne and University of New 

South Wales. For more information, contact morag.mcarthur@acu.edu.au.  
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kContact: Keeping contact between parents and children in care  

This research aims to trial an enhanced model of delivering contact between children in care and their birth 

parents. A draft intervention manual to implement the trial has been completed and training with the 

agencies serving as intervention sites is commencing over the next few months. Baseline interviews with 

carers, parents, children and workers have commenced both in the ACT and in Victoria. To date, 19 

interviews have been completed with parents, 39 interviews with carers, and 16 interviews with workers. 

Case-worker interviews have also commenced. The methods used to develop the intervention was recently 

presented at the Australasian Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect in New Zealand in April 2015.  

 

This project has been funded by the Australian Research Council, with significant partner contributions, and 

is being carried out by Prof Morag McArthur and Assoc Prof Stephanie Taplin, ICPS; and Prof Cathy 

Humphreys, University of Melbourne. They are supported by Dr Tracey Bullen, Project Manager; Rhys 

Thorpe, ICPS PhD Candidate; and Dr Margaret Kertesz, from the University of Melbourne. For more 

information, contact tracey.bullen@acu.edu.au. 

Developing an understanding of how children understand and experience safety in 
institutions 

This project aims to better understand how children conceptualise, experience and respond to safety issues 

in institutional contexts. The first stage included workshops with three children and young people’s 

reference groups and an adults’ advisory group, and 10 focus groups with participants aged 4-18 in QLD, 

NSW, VIC and the ACT. This stage helped us better understand what children and young people need to be 

safe and to feel safe, and to get a sense as to how they believed adults and institutions were responding to 

their safety concerns. Stage 2, to be conducted between June and August, will engage children and young 

people in an on-line survey to gauge the extent to which they think the institutions they engage with reflect 

the characteristics that children and young people think are important in keeping kids safe. We hope that 

the study not only informs the work of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 

Abuse, which commissioned the study, but also the way that the community sees, supports and protects 

children and young people more broadly. 

 

The study is being conducted by Dr Tim Moore and Prof Morag McArthur, in partnership with colleagues 

from ACU, Queensland University of Technology and Griffith University. We are pleased to also support the 

Centre for Children and Young People (SCU), which is conducting a nested study focusing on children and 

young people with disability that draws on our approach and findings. For more information, contact 

tim.moore@acu.edu.au.  
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Refugee Communities Intercultural Dialogue: Building relationships, building 
communities 

This research aims to provide in-depth and contextualised data about how services may better support 

refugee parents to care for their children, and understand the social resources and connections required by 

refugee parents and their children to support positive parenting skills and family relationships. Fifty 

interviews with families in the ACT and South Australia were completed and a national online survey 

conducted. The final draft report has been submitted to the Department of Social Services. 

 

This project has been funded by the Department of Social Services, and is being implemented by Vicky 

Saunders, Steve Roche and Prof Morag McArthur, in partnership with the Australian Centre for Child 

Protection. For more information, contact vicky.saunders@acu.edu.au.    

Child Protection Practitioner Study 

This project aims to inform the further development of child centred practice that will assist children to 

participate in child protection practices, in appropriate and meaningful ways. The research findings will 

inform the development of policy and practice strategies that will increase children’s meaningful 

participation in child protection decision-making. The first stage of the research is to survey statutory child 

protection agency workers across all Australian state and territories. The second stage will be to interview 

statutory child protection workers. Ethics approval has been granted by the Australian Catholic University 

Human Research Committee. Data from the online survey has been collected from three jurisdictions, and 

the survey will be distributed for its second round of data collection in June. Following this second round, 

qualitative interviews with child protection workers will begin.    

 

This study has been funded internally, and is being implemented by Steve Roche, Prof Morag McArthur, 

and Elise Woodman. For more information, contact morag.mcarthur@acu.edu.au.  
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