
Achieving health equity through action on social determinants: 
challenges and opportunities in Australian health policy

Thursday 7 May 2015, 9:30am – 12.30pm 
The Brassey Hotel, Belmore Gardens & Macquarie Street, Barton, ACT.

Part 1: Knowledge exchange session on the role of social determinants in health policy ‘Social 
determinants of health and equity in Australian health policy’

This ARC Discovery project – conducted over the last three years by the Southgate Institute for Health, Society & 
Equity at Flinders University – has focused on questions of:

a) How and to what extent do Australian governments’ health policies address social determinants of health and 
health equity?

b) What factors in the development of health policy influence social determinants of health/health equity getting 
onto the policy agenda?

The Southgate team will present key messages from the research for health policy makers, policy makers in 
general, and all those interested in promoting effective action by governments to address the social determinants 
of health (SDH).

Speakers
Professor Fran Baum, Director, Southgate 
Institute 
Introduction to the research and its policy implications 

Dr Matt Fisher, Senior Research Fellow  
Key messages for health policy makers and advocates 

Professor Dennis McDermott  
The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health 
Plan 2013-2023 as a case study of good practice in policy 
development addressing the SDH

Ms Clare Philips  
SDH in Australian government’s policies on child health 

Speaker presentations will be followed by a Panel 
Discussion with policy actors, discussing how 
to develop health policy that addresses social 
determinants of health and health equity; facilitated by 
Professor Colin MacDougall.

Part 2: A Sociological Approach to Health 
Determinants

Associate Professor Toni Schofield PhD from the 
Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of Sydney 
has recently authored a new book published by 
Cambridge University Press, called A Sociological 
Approach to Health Determinants.

Associate Professor Schofield will be presenting to 
the Alliance in relation to her work in deepening our 
understandings of ‘the social’ and how it works in 
determining prevailing health inequities in Australia 
and globally.  

12.30pm end, followed by light lunch.  Face 
to face meetings of the Social Determinants 
of Health Alliance Members and Management 
Committee to follow lunch. 

RSVP:
Numbers are limited.  Please RSVP to Anne Brown at 
accounts@phaa.net.au by Monday 27 April 2015.


