
 

 

Over the past twenty years, researchers from across Australia have actively engaged 
children and young people in projects that seek to understand what it is like to be a 

child, how children experience the world and how they believe things might be 
improved for children, young people and the community. This think tank brings 

together a group of experienced children’s researchers to share their insights, raise 
their concerns and consider how the field of children’s research might continue to 

expand and develop in times to come. 

 

This think tank will be hosted by the Institute of Child Protection Studies in partnership 
with the ACT Children and Young People Commissioner. It will include presentations 

and panel discussions on the theoretical, ethical, methodological, and practical issues 
related to children’s participation in research and draws from projects conducted in 

locations across Australia.  

 

To RSVP, or for more information, contact Dr Tim Moore on tim.moore@acu.edu.au. 
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SESSION INFORMATION 
 Theory and Practice: Prof Jan Mason, Dr Sharon Bessell 
 
Emeritus Professor Jan Mason has recently written, with her colleague Liz Watson, on the topic of 
researching with children.  She will outline some of the issues raised in that publication concerning 
repositioning children in research, including:  treating child agency as a desirable social norm,  enabling 
participation while ensuring the protection of children,  ensuring authenticity in reporting on children's 
voices and tensions between adult and child interests.  
 
In addition to providing unique perspectives about their worlds, it has been argued that in assuming a 
different ‘standpoint’, children can help us develop a rounder and fuller account on what it is like to be 
a child as well as what it is like to not be an adult in a world that is often shaped and understood by 
adults. Dr Sharon Bessell will reflect on the value of feminist standpoint theory and the ways that 
children’s unique standpoints can enable the development of more responsive theory. 

 

 

Ethics and Practice: Dr Carina Henriksson, Prof Deborah Harcourt 
 
Dr Carina Henriksson has observed that the stipulated ethical guidelines for human science research can 
be understood as a formal procedure, which is taught and learned at, for instance, universities.  Drawing 
on her research on school disengagement, Carina will point to another dimension of ethical 
considerations in research: that of the lived experiences of ethics.  
  
The bulk of research that is conducted with children focuses on those aged aged 10-14 with only a small 
sample engaging younger children in research activities. Throughout her career, Professor Deborah 
Harcourt has attempted to redress this situation and explore the needs and experiences of children 
under the age of five. In this presentation she will reflect on her own research practice: on how she 
might better engage even younger children and those who are marginalised; and on how children might 
be better involved throughout the research process: from conception to dissemination. 

 

 

Participation and Practice: UnitingCare Children Young People and Families, Institute of 
Child Protection Studies 
 
UnitingCare Children Young People and Families (UCCYPF) have adapted, trialled and evaluated a model 
of child-led research with children living in disadvantaged communities. Their presentation will present 
a brief overview of the program, highlighting its key underlying principles. UnitingCare researchers and 
young people will reflect on how this program within a NGO has raised questions for their organisation 
around the contribution of children and young people to their own wellbeing. 
 
The Institute of Child Protection Studies (ICPS) have learned much from their children’s reference 
groups: about how to engage children, how to research children and how children want to participate in 
the process of exploring, understanding and theorising about their lives. In their presentation, members 
of the ICPS team will explore co-reflexive activity and how children can be partners throughout the 
research process. 

 

 


