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TOBACCO PLAIN PACKAGING ENFORCEMENT POLICY 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q. What is the Tobacco Plain Packaging Enforcement Policy? 

A. The Tobacco Plain Packaging Enforcement Policy explains the options for enforcement of the 

Tobacco Plain Packaging Act 2011 and the Tobacco Plain Packaging Regulations 2011 

(together, the legislation) and the strategies and priorities that will guide decisions about 

enforcement actions in the initial period of full operation of the legislation.   

Q. When will the Enforcement Policy be effective? 

The initial period of the Enforcement Policy will be effective from 1 December 2012 to 

28 February 2013. The Enforcement Policy will be updated prior to the initial period expiring on 

28 February 2013, unless the Department of Health and Ageing elects to extend the initial 

period.  

Q. Why has the Government created an Enforcement Policy?  

A. The Australian Government remains committed to the full enforcement of the legislation. 

However, it acknowledges that in the initial period of the legislation having full effect, 

consideration may need to be given to the range of enforcement options available, recognising 

that the ultimate aim is full compliance with the legislation. 

The Government is aware of a small number of potential non-compliance issues relating to the 

appearance of cigarette sticks and recognises that it will take a short period of time for tobacco 

manufacturers to make the necessary changes to bring the products into full compliance. 

In developing the Enforcement Policy, the Government considered the issues and concerns of 

retailers, including the fact that there is likely to be an amount of affected stock with retailers 

after 1 December 2012.   

The implementation of tobacco plain packaging in Australia is a significant achievement for 

public health and there are only minor or technical issues to be resolved to achieve full 

compliance. Importantly, through the plain packaging of tobacco products the Government aims 

to: 

 reduce the attractiveness and appeal of tobacco products to consumers;  

 increase the noticeability and effectiveness of health warnings;  

 reduce the ability of the tobacco product and its retail packaging to mislead consumers 

about the harmful effects of tobacco consumption; and  

 through the achievement of these aims in the long term, as part of a comprehensive suite 

of tobacco control measures, contribute to efforts to reduce smoking rates.  

Q. What issues of non-compliance is the Government already aware of? 

A. The Government has been alerted to issues relating to the appearance of cigarette sticks which 

may not be compliant with the legislation. Specifically: 
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 the alphanumeric codes which appear on the brands and variants of some cigarette sticks; 

and 

 the appearance of marks (lines) on the paper casings of some cigarette sticks. 

The Government has held discussions with affected tobacco manufacturers and has written to all 

tobacco suppliers, drawing their attention to these issues.  

Q. What will happen under this policy if I am found to be in breach of the legislation? 

A. Under the Enforcement Policy, in response to minor breaches of the legislation by retailers, 

there will be an initial focus on education and information to support compliance. For more 

serious or continued breaches, retailers may be issued with a non-compliance notice, a written 

warning, an infringement notice or court action may be initiated. 

An initial approach to enforcement activity will also be applicable to tobacco manufacturers for a 

period while they are making the necessary changes to be fully compliant with the legislation. 

Q. Does this mean retailers can continue selling branded stock until 1 March 2013? 

A. No, selling branded stock is a clear breach of the legislation and will not be tolerated.   

Q. Where can I get more information about the Government’s Enforcement Policy? 

A. The Tobacco Plain Packaging Enforcement Policy can be found on the yourHealth website 

(www.yourhealth.gov.au). The yourHealth website also provides extensive information on the 

tobacco plain packaging legislation.  
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