
 

 

 

September 2013 
Please find the following material from Australia and overseas related to substance use and 
rehabilitation in prisons and the criminal justice system for the month of September 2013. 
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Reports & Publications 

Australian National Council on Drugs (2013). Pre-employment criminal record checks. ANCD, 
Canberra. 

 
This position paper examines the increased use of pre-employment criminal record 
checks. Discussing the reasons for and against the use of criminal record checks to 
vet potential employees, and the effects of this practice on people with alcohol or 
drug use problems or histories who have criminal records, it provides 
recommendations for reducing unnecessary and detrimental uses of such checks.  
 

NSW Users and AIDS Association (2013). Stories from the other side: An exploration of 
injecting drug use in NSW prisons. Breakout Media Communications, Sydney. 
 

This book tells the stories of 15 people who have injected drugs in prison in NSW. It 
also includes commentary from researchers and policy makers.  
 

Ministry of Justice (2013). Transforming rehabilitation: A summary of evidence of reducing 
reoffending. Ministry of Justice, United Kingdom.  
 

This report provides a summary of the evidence on a range of strategies for reducing 
reoffending. It includes brief summaries of the existing evidence for reducing 
reoffending through addressing drug and alcohol misuse, including drug courts, 
diversion, drug testing combined with sanctions, drug treatment in prisons, and 
drink-driving programs. 
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Recent Research Articles 

Alpert M, Wickersham JA, Vázquez M, Altice FL (2013). Alcohol use disorders and 
antiretroviral therapy among prisoners in Argentina. International Journal of Prisoner Health 
9(1): 40 – 50. Abstract 

Baltieri DA (2013). Predictors of drug use in prison among women convicted of violent 
crimes. Criminal Behaviour and Mental Health [online ahead of print]. Abstract 

Chakrapani V, Kamei R, Kipgen H, Kumar Kh J (2013). Access to harm reduction and HIV-
related treatment services inside Indian prisons: experiences of formerly incarcerated 
injecting drug users. International Journal of Prisoner Health 9(2): 82 – 91. Abstract 

Miller ER, Moore JM, Bi P (2013). Harm reduction behind bars: Prison worker perspectives. 
SAGE Open 3(3). Full text 

Paquette D, McEwan M, Bryant J (2013). Risk practices among Aboriginal people who inject 
drugs in New South Wales, Australia. AIDS and Behaviour 17(7): 2467-73. Abstract 

Perrett SE, Craine N, Lyons M (2013). Developing blood borne virus services across prisons in 
Wales, UK. International Journal of Prisoner Health 9(1): 31-39. Abstract 

Tompkins CNE (2013). Exploring motivations to stop injecting in English prisons: qualitative 
research with former male prisoners. International Journal of Prisoner Health 9(2): 68-81. 
Abstract 

Wilderman C, Lee H, Comfort M (2013). A new vulnerable population? The health of female 
partners of men recently released from prison. Women’s Health Issues [online ahead of 
print]. Abstract 

 

News and Media 

National 
Corrective services minister declares war on drugs 29 Aug 
Jail risk ‘higher for Indigenous’ under Coalition tenure 7 Sept 
State government tells accused criminals: Kick the drugs, get help for mental illnesses or go to jail 23 
Sept 
Concerns over Queensland’s drug court trial: bail or jail 23 Sept 
Former SAS commander James McMahon to head WA corrective services 24 Sept 
Halfway house closures a danger to community 24 Sept 
Prison officers to face drug testing 25 Sept 
How to break the cruel cycle of Indigenous imprisonment 27 Sept 
One in five inmates takes drugs in South Australian prisons 29 Sept 
NSW prisoners to be banned from smoking 30 Sept 
Smoking bans in prisons don’t work 30 Sept 
Jail smoking ban drags on 1 Oct 
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International 
The wealthy ‘make mistakes’, the poor go to jail (USA) 8 Sept 
California bill would give drug users treatment instead of prison time (USA) 11 Sept 
Viewpoints: Should smoking in prison be banned? (UK) 20 Sept 
An amnesty for prisoners of the war on drugs (USA) 22 Sept 
Criminal injustice: The percentage of African-Americans in prison (USA) 23 Sept 
Judge tries medical treatment against heroin-related crime (USA) 26 Sept 
One in four jail leavers ‘positive for drugs’ (Scotland) 27 Sept 
 

Media releases 
Abbott cuts to Indigenous legal services hypocritical (Greens) 6 Sept 
Victorian prison expansion undermines community safety (Jesuit Social Services) 17 Sept 
Search begins to find best organisations to tackle high reoffending rates (UK Gov) 19 Sept 
 
 
 

Further resources 

Australia 
Find recent Law, Crime & Justice stories on ABC Radio National here. 
Useful links to research and publications:  
Corrective Services Australia (ABS) 
Prisoners in Australia (ABS) 
Report on Government Services 2013 (Productivity Commission) 
Corrective Services management and reform (AIC) 
Prisoner health and juvenile justice (AIHW) 
Research and publications (No Bars) 
Standard Guidelines for Corrections in Australia (revised) 2004 

Australian Capital Territory 
Find recent Prisons and Punishment stories from ABC Canberra here. 
ACT Corrective Services  
Find information ACT Corrective services website here. 

New South Wales 
Find recent Prisons and Punishment stories from ABC Sydney here. 
Corrective Services NSW (CSNSW) Find the latest research and statistics and media releases from the CSNSW 
website here. 
NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR)  
BOCSAR is the State’s official source of NSW crime statistics. Find the latest BOSCAR crime statistics, criminal 
court statistics, and publications from their website here. 
Justice Health (NSW Government) 
Justice Health provides health care in a complex environment to people in the adult correctional system, to 
those in courts and police cells, to juvenile detainees and to those within the NSW forensic mental health 
system and in the community. Find Justice Health publications from the Justice Health website here. 

Northern Territory 
Find recent Prisons and Punishment stories from ABC Darwin here. 
NT Correctional Services (NT Department of Justice) 
Find information about Correctional Services in NT from the NT Department of Justice website here. 
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Queensland 
Find recent Prisons and Punishment stories from ABC Brisbane here. 
Queensland Corrective Services (QCS) 
Find the latest resources and publications at the QCS website here. 

Tasmania 
Find recent Prisons and Punishment stories from ABC Hobart here. 
Tasmania Corrective Services. (Department of Justice) 
Find the Tasmanian Department of Justice Corrective Services website here. 

Victoria 
Find recent Prisons and Punishment stories from ABC Melbourne here.  
Victorian Department of Justice 
Find the latest research and statistics from the VDJ website here. 

Western Australia 
Find recent Prisons and Punishment stories from ABC Perth here.  
Western Australian Department of Corrective Services (WADCS) 
Find the latest statistics and publications from the WADCS website here. 
Crime Research Centre (CRC)  
The CRC at the University of Western Australia publishes annual crime and justice statistics which have 
enhanced understanding of the extent of the crime problem in the state and trends in criminal justice. Find 
reports and statistics from the CRC website here. 
........................................................................................................................................................   

The PIU provides information sourced from the ANCDs regular media and policy monitoring activities and 
information services provided by external organisations. The PIU recognises and thanks:  ADCA; Beyond Bars; 
DrugInfo and ATODA; and for their contributions to this edition. 

If you would like to subscribe to the ANCD Prison Issues Update or have anything that you would like included 
in next month’s edition, please contact ancd@ancd.org.au. 

 


