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The Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug Association ACT (ATODA) has welcomed the next tranche of
Australia’s tobacco control laws, which come into full effect from 1 July 2025. These reforms mark a
significant next step in the reform agenda to reduce appeal of tobacco products and support
Australians to quit smoking.

The new laws standardise the look, feel and naming of tobacco products, making their harms more
visible and their use less attractive. These measures form part of a broader national public health
approach to reduce preventable death and disease from smoking.

"ATODA welcomes these new laws," said Anita Mills, CEO of ATODA.

"By further reducing the appeal of tobacco products and emphasising their health harms, we are
giving people who smoke more reasons—and more opportunities—to quit."

From today, tobacco products will taste and feel different, have uniform shapes and filters, include
new health warnings and support to quit, and in some cases, certain products will no longer be
available.

"Tobacco remains the leading cause of preventable death in Australia," Ms Mills said.

"The ACT has long championed strong tobacco control, and these reforms reflect our shared
commitment to the health and wellbeing of all people across our community."

ATODA emphasises it is important to focus on providing accessible resources and tailored quit
support for people from diverse and priority groups in our community.

"We know that smoking rates remain disproportionately high in certain population groups, and that
many people who use tobacco want to reduce or stop smoking but need improved access to support
to do so," Ms Mills said.

"ATODA is committed to ensuring that the ACT continues to prioritise equity of access to appropriate
support services to help people reduce or quit tobacco, regardless of their circumstances."

Through the Reducing Nicotine Harms Project, ATODA is working with ACT alcohol and other drug
services to ensure that people using these services access best practice nicotine treatment and
support, including providing free nicotine replacement therapy and psychosocial supports. The
Project also provides smoking cessation training to alcohol and other drug workers and supports
organisations to review their workplace tobacco management policies.

“We know that 82 percent of people accessing alcohol and other drug services are using tobacco,
and these services are well placed to provide targeted smoking cessation support.”

“These laws are part of a comprehensive approach that provides a supportive environment for on-
the-ground health programs.” Ms Mills said.



Resources to explain the new laws—including translated materials and quit support tools—are
available at health.gov.au/tobacco-control.

For more information or comment, please contact Anita Mills, CEO, ATODA on 0431 504 805.

ATODA is the peak body for the alcohol, tobacco and other drug sector in the ACT. Its purpose is to
advocate for a strong and sustainable alcohol, tobacco and other drug sector in the ACT, using best
practice policy, research and evidence. ATODA’s vision is a healthy ACT community with reduced alcohol,
tobacco and other drug related harms, served by a high-quality treatment and harm reduction sector.

Advice for media: Communicating about alcohol and other drugs
Mindframe is funded by the Australian Government and supports safe media reporting, portrayal and
communication about suicide, mental ill-health, alcohol and other drugs. Relevant resources include:

e Mindframe Guidelines for communicating about alcohol and other drugs:
https://mindframe.org.au/alcohol-other-drugs/communicating-about-alcohol-other-drugs/mindframe-
guidelines

e Mindframe guidelines for image use in communicating about mental ill-health, suicide and alcohol and
other drugs: https://mindframe.org.au/images-matter-mindframe-guidelines-for-image-use

e Adding help-seeking information: https://mindframe.org.au/alcohol-other-drugs/communicating-
about-alcohol-other-drugs/adding-help-seeking-information




